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OU have preſs d me very often, and with much-earneſtnefs, to give you 
2 Relation of the Bukneſs of Captain Ri dd, which you ſay has for a 

g:eat while, been the principal Subject of diſcourſe in the Kmgdom 
where you are, and here our Friend the Earl of Bellomont has the 
Honour to be a Peer; and you have repeated it often, that the Common reſpect 
we have for him exacts it from: me. It is always with Reluctance when I decline 
any of your Commands, but I thought my ſeli never more in the right than to re. 
tuſe you in this inſtance. I look d on my ſelf as altogether unqualified to An- 
ſwer what you deſired, ſince it has not been my good foi tune to have purſued the 
Study of the Law as my Profeſſion; and therefore likely to give but a mean Ac- 
count of a diſpute conſiſting much ot queſtions in law. Ae 
But your laſt Letter gave me ſo ſatis factory a reaſon for your pitching on me for 
this Task, that I preſentliy determined to Obey you as well as I could. Vou tell me 
my known Friendſhip or the Earl of Bellomoxr and my long and intimate fami- 
harity with him, made you conclude he would engage in nothing of Conſequence, 
to which he would let me be a —_—_ and therefore you could think of no per- 

{on fem whom you could fo reaſonably hope for a fincere account of the matter 
of Fact. That this was what you and your Friends'ptincipally aimed at, being 
more deſirous to form a Judgment for your ſelves, than curious to hear the different 
ot which Malice orFriendſhip: ta the been, concerned, might put upon 
Your meaning being thus explain d, I found my ſelf better fitted for what you 
would impoſe upon me, than I did at firſt Imagine. Tou are in the right, I was 
privy to all the Steps taken b ——— from his Got hearing the Name 
of Kidd, till he left England; and in ſayimg fo,” Ido in effect affirm, that I was ac+- 
quainted with every thing that paſs d in that affair. For I know that as he was 
me firſt perfon who harkened to that propoſal, and the firit who mention d it to 
Ie King, fo it was his intereſt,and (if I may ſay „ drew in 
all the reſt that became concern'd, and that the Conduct of the whole affair was 

Entirely truſted to him, except the ſingle part of buying and fitting out the Ship, 
herein Sir Edmund Harri ſon was Joyn'd with him. I may add I have re 
Willy attended when-ever this matter was ſpoken of, and I am perfectly i 1 
the Papers, which where laid before the Houſe of Commons, ſo chat I am per? 
. eps as capable 2 of ſending you a Narrative of the Fact. And if you will 
Fccept of the Story plainly told, I will be reſponſible it ſhall be nicely true. And 
Hat I may ſatisfy you as far as I can. When I have gone through the Fact, I will 
o Endeavour to Explain to you (from the beſt obiervations I could make) ho 
was poſfible that ſuch a matter could raiſe ſo much Heat and Noiſe, which is 
hat you ſay you are impatient to 0 ; and aftawards, as well as I can, I will 


* Oi, 08 


A K+ Bpagis vn S#gSxSJT WOT. Ow. 


* 
* 
* 


= . * 2 i” FIT 2 2 " bb Bf. 7 22 4 * * 2 4 Ah, ** * ** - r K 2 , 
; 3% Sz 0 IS. 1 1 1 4 - 4 TA n 1 * 18 8 Y . 7 N 
1 I 9 * 1 - * 5 5 v By 7 v by 1 * Ra . * : . 
;JA - 2 . 9 . 
9 * % P " 1 : A \ ; 7 * * 12 2 
” : 1. * * r s _ 5 - 
. 2 N * 4 6 
— 7 — - K 8. * 
” « 7 "A 
[ £ 2 
% W - oY » ” . 
% , * 
* ; , 
* 5 804 
* 
: 
% 
4 


7 giveyou a Relation of the Arguments on both ſides, and of the Opinion of the Com. 
FT. 
e weil known that for ſeveral V ears two very. pernicious chi ve been grow. 
5 Irgin our American Colonies; an unlawſu Trade, in fraud of the acts of Naviga. 
. dion and the Plantations, infinitely prejudicial to England, and the curſed practice . 
1 of 1 5 utterly deſtructive of all Commerce. Many were inſenſibly drawn into t 
5 theſe i Courſes by Obſerving what Exceſſive Wealth the Offenders gain'd in a , 
q mort time, and with what Impunity they Offended. For ſome Governors, Ra- 
. ving found a way to ſhare in the were obliged not only to Conni ve at, but I, 
1 Protect the Criminals. During the late War theſe Evils encreaſed. exceedingly, I. 


either becauſe Mens thoughts being engaged nearer home, there was not leiſure, nor 
a poſſibility to look ſtrictly after what was doing in thoſe Remote parts, or for 
ſome other reaſon. Tho it muſt be own'd that officers were Employ'd by the Com- 
milſioners of the Cuſtoms to inquire into the irregular Trade, and Orders were 
frequently repeated to the Governors of Plantations, and to the Squadrons and 
Men of War which were ſent to the Hit Iudiar, to ule their beſt diligence to Sup. 
Preſs Pirates. But it was eaſy for them to avoid Squadrons, and not difficult to 
eep out of the way of the Men of War, who were ſent. for particular purpoſes, 
and were appointed to certain Stations which: they could nat leave, and conſe- 1 
quently could not purſue Rovers to any purpoſe; who thereby growing bold, did 
not only Commit Spoils on the Coaſts of America, but went beyond the Cape 
of Good hope, and Robb'd in the EAI. Indies, and at the Entrance into the Red 
... WESs: 7+, © 7 | 4 > ; {$4.0 
In the Beginning of the Year 1695, his Majeſty thought fit to Name the Earlof 
Bellomont to be Governor of New-Tork, a'place remarkably infected with thoſe two 
dangerous Diſcaſes. The Earl as. often told me, that what the King ſaid to him; 
when he firft let him know higpleature; was that which chiefly induced him to ac. 
cept of the Employment. His Majeſty did him the Honour to ſay he thought him 
a Man of Reſolution and Integrity, and with thoſe Qualifications more likely than 
any other he could then think of to put a Stop to that illegal Trade, and to the 
Growth of Piracy; for. which reaſon ie made choice of him for that Government, 
_— for the ſame reaſon intended to put the Government of New-England into 
As foon as it was known that the Earl of Bellomout was deſign d for Governor, 
all Perſons who had Concerns in Nen- Nor made their Applications to him. Among u 
others Col. Robert Levingſion, 'a Man of a conſiderable Eſtate and a fair Reputai 
tion, wha had ſeveral Employments in that Province, had frequent acceſs ton 
him, as well upon the account of the publick affairs there, as of. ſeveral 
matters which he had then depending before the Council and at the Freaſury. 
Fhe Earl taking occaſion to mention to this Gentleman the Scandal which lay up. 
on New-Jork. in reſpe& to the Encouragement and Retreat which Pirates found 
there: Col. Levingſton confeſs d there was too much ground for the Complaint, and 
W that if ſome Speedy and effectual Courſe were not taken to Suppreſs thoſe E not- 
'$: mities, ſo many perſons would be drawn into the guilt, that it would become ex- 
1 When he came again to wait on the Earl, he took notice of the Zeal the Eat 
ag expteſs d at their laſt Converſation for putting a Stop to that Piratical 1 
5 le . ince 
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m. ſince which-time he fd, be had ſpoke with one Capt in gige wat lately come 
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W. 
ga- 
tice 
nto 
1.4 
Ha- 
but 
ly, 
nor 


for 
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have a Grant of what Kidd ſhou 


from Ner- Turt in à Sloop of his own upon the NI of Trade, who told him 
that he knew moſt of the principal Men who had been abroad Roving, and divers 
who were lately gone out; and likewiſe had ſome knowledge of the Places, W ere 
they uſually made their Rendezvous, and that he would undertake to Seize molt of 
them, in caſe he might be Employed in one of the King's Ships, a good Sailer of a- 
bout 30 Guns, and might have 150 Men. He faid that tho the Pirates were many 
in number, yet they had at that time no Ships of conſiderable force. Levirgſtop 
irra'd that Kidd was a bold and honeftMan, and he believed fitter than any other 
to be Employ'd on that occaſion. © NN . 
The King was made acquainted with the Propofal by the E. of Bellomont, which 
he was pleaſed to think very neceſſary to be immediately Conſidered, becauſe a- 
bout that time, divers Informations upon Oath had been ſent to the Secretary of 
State, of ſeveral Veſſels gone and a going from Bermadas, New-Tork, Rhode-Tſland, 
& c. upon Piratical Deſigus, under the Command of Thomas Too, Will am Maze, 
Lahn Ireland, Thomas Wake and othets, who wereall of them known Pirates, and 


ad made ſeveral Piratical Voyages, from which they had return'd with great Wealth. 


* 


His Majeſty was pleas'd to conſult the Admiralty on this occaſion, but the War Em- 


-Mploving all the King's Ships, which were in a Condition for Service, and the Great 


want of Seamen, (notwithſtanding the Preſs and all other Means us d,) 3 52 
with the Remoteneſs of the Voyage, and the Uncertainty of meeting with t Fi- 
74:15, or taking them tho They might be found out, occaſion d, after ſome Deli - 
beration, the laying aſide of this Pröject, as impracticable at that time. 
Coll. Levingſton finding no hopes of any thing to be done this Way, did propole 
to the Earl, that if Perſons of Confideration might be Induced to Toin in the Ex- 


pence of Buying and fitting Out a proper Ship, he had ſuch an Opinion of dds 


Capacity and good Meaning, and fo great a defire that ſome ſtop might boy Dy 
theſe Piraciet, that he would be one of the Undertakers : And that He 4 Nd 
would be at a fifth part of the Charge.  Levingfon affitm d to the E. That Kidd 
was a ſettled Inhabitant at Nen - Tori, Lived regularly, had a Competent Eſtate of | 
his own, and had Matried at New-York a Wife with a confiderable Fortune, by whom 
he had a Child. Adding withal, that Kidd good Behaviour might be depended 
pon withaffurance, becauſe if he did otherwiſe than as his Duty would oblige hum, 
ke had no Place to go to, for he had ated ſuch things againſt the French hnce.th 
Var, that he dutft never truſt himſelf to them. And as a further Eyidence, how. 
much he Confided in 'K;dd's Integrity, Levingſfon offer d to become bound wi 
im to ny . for his faithful Execution of his Commiſſion and fate bringing back 
of the Veſſe © e ; a 1 8 | 
The Earl thought himſelf oblig'd in Duty to make this Second Overture known 
0 his Majefty, Who was pleas'd to a e highly of the Deg becauſe in the 
preſent Cirrumſtances, nothing of that nature was to de effect d afly other Wa. 
He did alſo declare, as an Encouragement to ſuch an Undertaking, that the P - 
ons whom the Earl ſhould Engage to be at the Expence of the Voyage, of 
ble take from the Piratet, as far as it 4 delong 
except ſome certain part which he would reſerve to himſelf, y to ih 


0 him, 


Flat he was a Partner in the L . | 


8 0 9 ? oY * 2 
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The Earl being thus E: ar, Mp did | heartily labour to engage his Friends, bur T 
found it very difficult to purſuade Men to venture their Money on ſo greatſſhis 
| Ungeftainties, which (whatever Conſtructions ſome have ſince labour d to put on 
8 that Undertaking ) the E. has often complain'd of-to me as what he thought was 
* an Evidence of Want of publick Spirits in the Nation. I dare ſay, if he had not 
F thought the Deſign every way Honourable,he would never have entred on it him. Ic 
1 ſelf, or have ventured to propoſe it to ſuch Men as my Lord Chancellor, the D. oft 
1. Shrew+bury, the E. of Rumney, or my Lord Orford, ſince to my perſonal know. 
{0 | ledge, as to two of thoſe Lords, he had the higheſt Opinion of their Worth ande 
29 Virrue, that a Man could conceive, ' And the World mult believe, that if Men of 
{| their Character had entertained the leaſt doubt of the lawfulneſs or commendable · I. 
mines of the deſign, no Solicitation of the Earl of Bellomont could have drawn them 
Wo - to Jeyn in it. But ſo it is, the Earl did prevail with theſe Lords (after. they knew 
= the mg did not only allow but recommend the Undertaking ) together with-Si 
of Edmund Harriſon and ſome friends of his, to be at the Expence of near 6000!. in 
_ buying and fitting out the Adventare-Galley, in the manner propoſed by r E 
"i and Ridd, they two paying a fifth part of the Charges, according to the fi-{t O. 
4 Verture. The Management of the whole affair Was ſo entirely truſtèd to the Earl oi. 
8 Biellomont by the Lords concern'd, that the Earl has often told me they did not Nl G 
much as know of the Articles which were between Kidd and him. Thoſe Article|} /: 
the Earl did once read to me, I cannot remember the Effect of them in parti: 
A cular, only I dare ſay they contain'd nothing bat what was fair and warrantable. 
© Kidd had a Commiſſion from the Admiralty dated the 10th of December 1 695, 
* | as a Private Man of War, but that Impowered him only to act againſt the Frenel. 
He had another Commiſſion under the Great Seal, dated the 26 of January 1695, 
to the Effect following. That whereas Informations had been given to the King , that 
the four Perſons above named and other of his Majeſty's Subjetts, had aſſociated 
themſelves with many wicked perſons,and committed Great Piracies in the parts 0 
America and elſewhere, in violation of the Law of Nations, to the diſcouragement 
Trade, and to the diſhonour of his Royal Authority, in caſe any of his Subjetts gnily 
of ſuch deteſtable Enormities ſhould go Unpuniſh'd: His Majeſty did there give Pon. 
er to Captain Kidd, Commander i pf Adventure-Galley, and to the Commander 0 
that Ship for the time being, to Apprehend and Seize the Perſons above named, ant 
all other Pyrates whom he ond meet with on the Coaſts of America, or other Seas, 
with their Ships and Goods; and in Caſe of Refitance to Fight with and campe!l then 
to yield, and to bring them to a legal Trial, in order to ſuffer the Puniſhment of th 
Law. The Commiſſion allo required him 10 keep an exatt Journal of his proceeding! 
and a perfect Inventory of all Ships, Arms, Ammunition and Lading o the Ships, 
which he ſhould take with the Pirates. 5 4 : 

' Theſe were all the Powers which dd had, and being thus Impowered, and 
being himſelf ſo far intereſted in the Undertaking, and having given ſuch ſecunt) 
as atoreſaid, there ſeem'd to be a very 2 Caution for his fair proceeding. Bu 
that nothing might be wanting which the Nature of the thing would admit, not 
n the great difficulty of finding Seamen at that time, Sir Edmund Har 


hen took ſuch care of the Crew, That every Officer in the Ship, and almoſt al 
SM Tr 


the Seamen had Settled Families in England. 


ut 


accordingly, and a Bill was wy 
ieſty's Sollicitor General: which recited che Commiſſion, and 100k, notice that the 
Adventure-Galley was Bought and Fitted for the Expedition by the King' s. Royal 
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True it is, this laſt Care was in a great degree rendered ineffectus 
is Crew. were Preſs d into the King's Service before'he got out of the River. 
The Ship ſet Sail from Condom in the Month of Feb. 1695, but did not get from 


. 
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Plimonth, till about April following. Sometime after his Majeſty was pleas'd, in 
purſuance of his Gracious Promiſe, to order a Warrant to be prepared for paſſing a 
rant for the Benefit of the Owners of the Adventwre-Galley, and at the fame 


me to declare that he would have a clear tenth part of what ſhould be gotten, 


reſerved for himſelf. The Lords of the Treafiiry being of Opinion that it would not 
e ſo proper to have that tenth part mentioned in the Grant as to have it ſecured 


o the King by way of Covenant from the Grantees; The Warrants was drawn 
pared purſuant to it by Sir Fob» Hawles, his Ma- 


Encouragement, aud at the ſole Charge of the Perſons Named, 4nd that bis Majeſt) 
being eue that ſo Chargeable.an Ondertaking for ſo good ends ſhould meer with 
Enceutragement, did Cram to them all Ships and Goeds and other things which after 
the 30th of: April, 1696, had been taken, or ſhould be taken with the Per ons above- 
named, or any other Priates by Captain Kidd or other Commander of the Adventure- 
Galley, as far as the ſame might belong to the King, or were Grantable by him, or in 
his power to diſpoſe in Right of his Crown,' or as Porquifites of the Admiralty, or 0- 
therwiſe, to be held withom Accomm... © oO © : 
Before any further Proceeding was made on this Bill, the E. of Bellomont, Sir 
E. Harriſon and the other Grantees gave Security, prepared and Executed at the 
Treaſury, to Account with His Majeity, or ſuch as he ſhould appoint on Oath, 


4 


and to anſwer to him a full clear tenth part of all they ſhobuld be Intitled to under 


the Grant, and this being done, the Grant went to the Privy Seal, and afterwards 
paſſedum e mp ß 2 . 

There was no Aecqunt of Mdd or his Proceedings for a great while. But ſome 
of the Crew of one Every who had run away with the Ship called the 
the 2d. and committed ſeveral Piracies, being taken, Letters were ſent in Mat- 
ter End of Auguſt, 1696, from the Privy Council to all the Plantations, taking 


notice of the Firacies Committed by the Charles the ad. and requiring the Gover- 


nours, to iſſue out Proclamations. for ſecuring Every, and as many as could be 
found of his Accomplices, and Commanding them to do their Utmoſt to Seize all 
other Pirates who had gone from ſeveral of the Plantations. About the ſame 


time the Lords Juſtices having Ordered a Letter brought to them, ( wherein one ö 
of the Perſons concerned in Everys Piracy offered to come in as a Witneſs, if he 


might have a Pardon,) to be ſent to the Eaſt. India Company, to know if the 
wanted Evidence. The Company took occaſion to preſent a Petition, in whi 
they ſaid they had Witneſſes enough, but deſired that all Gold, Silver or Fewels 


which had made or- ſhould be Seized with Pirates ſhox!d not be diſpoſed of, but pat 3 


into the Co mpany s po Non, to be preſerved for the uſe of the pre YierOr's 1 India. 
The 2d. of T 696. (a Year after Kidd's Sailing) the hs Company in a 

Petition to the Lords of the Admiralty took notice, that of late great Numbers 

of ill Men had ſet out Ships from Europe and the Ruff. Indies, and had Com- 


8 3» 2 
mitted Firacics under Engliſh Colours, whereby their Effects in Indie were in 


. Danger 
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Danger to be Seized, and e Ships wight be Impawer'd ro take Pirates \ 
Aud that rhe e bar 741 0 Court of Aland ey in India co Conde mn 5 — xs 
The Lords referred this Pepin to Sir Charles Hedges, the Judge of the Ad. 
miralty, who on the 8e day of the ſame Month Made a_ Report, that the regal 
- way would be for the Lords of the Admiralty ro obtain & Cummi ſſion under the Great 
Seal, giving Authority to them to Grant Commiſſions to the Company's Ships to 14 
Pirates, hut 16 be ſent home in Cuſtodh. Obſerve that this was the very fame Cou 
Preſcribed by Kidd's Commilion. This Report did not approve the Company's pro. 
ject, of being truſted with a Court of Admiraliy inthe Indies, and therefore as was lit. 
tle approv d by the Company. Thereupondir Charges Hedges was Ordered to attend the 
Admiralty Board, and did acquaint them, that if their Lordſhips had 4 Power to tha 
parpoſe-- Granted under the Great Sealthe) might appoint a Vice Admiral at Bombay, 
who might Lawfully N ainſt tlie Ships of Pirates, (if they thought, -any 
Body fit to be ſo far intruſted J but ſtill to ſend home the perſons in Cuſtody. 
About An? 1698, the Eal. India Company. inform'd the: Lords Juſtices, 
that they had receiv'd ſome Intelligence from their. Factories in the Ea#t-Indier, 
that Captain K:dd had Committed teveral acts of Piracy, particularly in ſeizinga 
Moore Ship called the Qzedah Merchant. The Lords J uſtices immediately Or. 
dered the Secretary of State to ſend Circular. Letters to the Governours of all the 
Plantations in America, to re Notice of this News, and to- Order them in the 
ſtricteſt manner to look after and Seize Kidd, in order that he might be Proſecu . 
ted with the utmoſt Rigour. There being great Neaſon to hope (according to 
what Lexington had affirm'd to the E. of B. as a good ground why Kidd might 
be truſted ) that he would be under an abſolute Neceſſity of coming back to ſome 
of the Engliſh Plantations. Theſe: Letters were ſent away with all Diſpatchk. 
Ihe firſt News of X:dd's return into the American Seas was by a Letter from I. 
the Preſident and Council of Newss to the Secretary of State, Dated the rð of May, 2 
1699, which gave Notice that he had been ſeen: in a Genoueſe Veſſel very Leaky , p. 
that he was in diſtreſs for Proviſions, and had touch'd at two or three places to 
ſeelg gor Succour, and that they had ſent the Queexborough Man of War, which 
chen attended that Government, in purſuit of him. . 
The next Advice given of him was from Captain Nare, Judge of the Ro 8 
Court in Penſilvania, who gave Notice that Mdd had been in Delaware Bay wit c 
( 
t 
a 


2 1* about Forty Men in her, and that divers People had heen on Board and 
upply* m. | > | „„ 200-4 55 n 

Atterwards { as it appears by Informations taken before the E. of Bellomont and 
the Council of New England, and tranſmitted to the Secretary of State by the Earl) 
Nad Sail'd into the Sound of New Tork, and ſet Goods on Shore at ſeveral Places 
there, and after went to Rhade Maud, from whence he ſent one Em2wot to the E. 
of Bellomont at Bolton, who told him, that Kidd had left a Afeors/h Ship, which 
he took in India call'd tie Quedah Merchant, in a Creek onthe Coaſt of F/pani- 
ola, with Goods in her toa great Value. That he was come thither to make his 
Terms ina Coop, which had on Board Goods to the Value of 1 0000/. and was a- 


b, w 
ble to make his Innocence appear by many Witneſſes. | Oy oft 
The E. of Bellomom was overjoy'd to hear Kidd was fo near, looking on him- 
ſelf as infinitely concern d, not only upon his own accom, hut upon the account 
of che Noble Perſons he had prevailed with to be concerned in Employing * 
| | | | * N 7d 


on Tonitruction to any thing he ſhould do. He therefore ton cate | 
che Council, and with their Approbation wrote a Letter o dd, aſſuring him 1 


Carried her to Madagaſcar. 


n bought te Jultice, 2d thinkingnothing mane 
\ bc able to get Kidd Seized by his means. Arthe labs time he reſply d to att in 


Piet fafely come co Baffon. 
Ind on the firlt of June, 1699. landed at Boſton with his- Sipop, and was Exami- | 
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it ſelf z to: gl ven wrong | 


h a manner, as to put it out af the power: uf Ma - giv 7 
ommiſneated his Intention * * 


at if he would make his Innocence appear, in the'manner Zmmor had affirm'd, he = 


Io a few days. Kidd return d an Anf wer fill'd with proteſtations of his Innocence, 


ed before. the Eaul, and the Council of that Province. Gn i hee HY 
The Earl took care to have him carefully Qbſerv'dy 'but"deferr'd Committing 
im for ſome time, in hopes hie might get out of him where the Great Ship lay. 
ut his trifling and eaſie Anſwers, upon his Examination to that and other matters, 
his Friends, Contrivances to embezel part of the Cargo, che preparations making 
o diſtribute preſents in a Clandeſtine manner, but above all, Leriagiton's behaviour, 
who was come to Beton, and very pei orily demanded from the Earl che deli- 
ery up 'of that Bond which he entred into for K;dd's honeſt performance of 
his Duty in the Expedition; (as if that was to be taken for Granted.) threatning, 
hat unleſs this was done, Kidd would never bring in the Great Ship, gave the 
Earl of Bellemont good groumds to conclude that no more time was to be loft. 
Therefore on the 6th. of Fant x699) he canted Kd to be Seized and Committe 
loſe Friſoner with, divers: of his Crew, and ar the ſame time cauſed the Cargo to 
be taken into the Poſſeſhon of ſeveral Perſons appointed by the Council for that 
purpole, the Earl being determined to touch none of the Effects himſelf, nor take 
one ſtep, with reſpect to Kidd, but in Concurrence with the Counal. © 
When this was done, he et himſelf immediately about fecovering ſuch Goods 
25 Kidd had left conceal'd in {everal places here he touch d, in which he ſhewrd 
great dexterity as well as diligence, arid had ſuch Succels, ' that 4 Conſiderable + 
* was regain'd, and put into the hands of the perſons appointed by the Cum. 
. . r oC INN ACTON K 
The Earl alſo gave Orders for fitting out 4 Veſſel to look after the @wedah, ac. 
cording to ſuch light as they had got from Kidd. But before The was ready to 
Sail. it was diſcovered that Kidd had not been ſimcete as to the Place where, the 
Ship was leit, or the Orders er ge concerning} her; and patticulacly one 
Captain Evertle brought intelligence chat the Rerſons with whom Ki, had Teft by 
the e uc Gcods ar Carried chem in a Soc to Cr aſda, ind. 
after ſet the Shipen Eine. i V 
E-y/and, for his Hiſtory is become coriſiderable r will give you an account of him; -& 
in icw Words, as it appear d in the Intormations upon Oath tranſmitted by be 
E. of Bellomunt. He Sail'd from Plimouth to Nen Tork, and in hie wa took a 
French Prize; From thence he Sail'd to the Maderat, then to Baravifta and St. 
Jago, and proceeded to Mada 2 and from thence (touchin at ſeveral. Places) - ; 
he Cruis'd at the Entrance of the Ked-Sea; but effected no e +2 
After he Sail d ito Calicar,and about 1698, took Ship of about 150 Tuns, 
whereof: the Maſter and chree or four denen were Dutch, the geſt Favors, and 


3 


— 


. chant, of the Burden of 400 Funs The Maſter was one Wright, an Englih m 


in all about 5 Perſons. ae h Fi 
Goods wit 


tuween Porto Rico and Hſpaniola, and there by the means of one Bolion, got fon 


- alſo acquainted them how. much he feared his Efcape; becauſe a Notorious 'Pira 
had Eſcaped a little before the Earl came to Roſton, not without great Suſpicia 
of the Goalers Privity. He alſo defir'd Orders with reſpect to the Goods hit 


; hither. N 
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, About 7 alter took the ä 


She had on Board 2 Dutch Mates and a ub Gunner; the Crew were' A 


e Carried to St. Mariet near Madagaſcar, and there he ſhared 
his Crew, who were about 151, reſerving 40 ſhares for his own th 
When this was done, 90 of his Crew left him, and went on Board the A 
Pigs, an Eait-India Company's Ship, which had turn'd Pirate, and tnen| 
t ere. i WES NO CI0ES j 177 X "7A A 4 K+ 7 A 1 ache 2 3 8 T 
© Kidd and the Reſt of his Men burnt the Adventure Galley, and having pl 
vail'd with ſome others who were then at St. Aaries, to go along with th 
they went on Board the Quedah, Merchant, and Sailed for the eff. Iudiet. 

Being denyed Succour at Azgu/lia-and St. Thomas, he Sail'd to Mona, lying 


The WP 


Proviſions from Curaſoa, and bought: a Voop of Bolton, on which he Loaded g. 
of his Goods, and letr the Quedah Merchant with the reſt of the Goods, in tri 
with Bolton, and 17 or 18 Men in her. In this $oop he touch'd at divers plat 
where he diſtributed divers Bales of. Goods, and at laſt came to Boſton, where Mee 
The E. of Bellomont by his Letters of the 8ch of Fuly, 1699, ſent to the Secrific 
tary of State; and to the Council of Trade, tranſmitted theſe Informations, togethi 
( 
relation to id and other Pirates, and Preſs d that immediately might bl 
taken in Exg/and to ſend: for them in order to. their Tryal, taking notice that i 
New England there was no Law to Nr Piracy. with Death; and that in thol 

parts the people were fo favourable to Pirates, by reaſon of the Wealth t 

brought and diſpers d among them, that little J uſtice could be expected. 


a7 


H 


Upon this advice the Lords Juſtices directed the Admiralty immediately to D 
patch away one of his Majelty's Ships to fetch Kidd and the oth er Pirates in tall 
Cuſtody, together with their Effects. The Admiralty appointed the Roche tert 
that Service, who had her orders accordingly, y. 
The Lords Juſtices.by their. Letters of the : 20h of September, 1699, ſent by the 
Roche ſter, approving his Zeal and Conduct the whole affair, intormed the Earl 
of Bellomont of theſe Orders, and required him that, purſuant thereto, he ſhould 
put the Pirates and their Goods on Board the. Rohce er. 
The Lords of the Treaſury by their, Letter of the th of the ſame Month, let him 
know they rely d. on his care to take effectual Methods for ſecuring the Treaſure 
ſeized with Kidd and other Rirates from Embezelment, and to ſend all ſafe 


The Earl of Bellomout by other Letters dated the 87) of Seprember, 2699: made 
ſeveral Propoſals to Mr. Secretary V. of Methods to be uſed for recovering from 
Bottonand others, Goods of great value ſaid to be takenout ofthe.Qzed.ah/Merobert, 
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Aich they had poſſeſſed chemſelvet of, ot had difpoled öf, ank Were Tetkeck ts 
1e e Aa this Letter he gate an Accourt of -the Great Num 
rs of Pirates in all Places,” and that if vigorous and effectual Meaſutes Were ne 
Eedily taken, the Evil will grew Inco:mgible. And for the better” Pfewertins 
ed @:uds in Embeaeling Goods taken with Pirates, he propofed that all Gdvernots , | 
te plantations might be Obliged to account uf Oar tor What they fad PGI. 
ed tnemſelves of; and that-none might think themtelves hardly uſed, he pro- 
Ine Roobeſter ſail d withour lots of time, but cattie back again the latter end dk 


/ 


r pio-ermber, 1699. the reaſon of her retyrning will beſt appear by the relations ok 
the it matter, as the ſame were tranſmittet to the Admiralty Office, ſince upon the 
eturn of that Ship the Clamour N eee eee, 5: 10a 
By a Certificate dated the 675- Of e by all che Officers 6f _the _ 
ec beſter, it appt᷑ar d they proceeded is fat as the Ship was able to bear the beatuig 
the Sea, and then refolved'to endeavour to Return for Exgland. 
when they were retur'd to Plitvouth,' by a like Cenifficace, they affiriti'd the 
e thing, and that their Reſolution was taken merely fot ſecuring che Ship, and 
e Company's Lives. The Captain by his Letter to the Secretary of the Adi: 
ly, ſays, they were n 500 Leagues before they met Wick the Storms. 
d' Orders being ſent by the Admiralty to Mr. St. o, the Commilſioner, of free 
et zvy at Plymomh, to Examine into the truth of this matter, HE Certifyed tre 
ord's of the Admiralty that in purſirance of their Commands, He, with the Al. 
tance of the Officers of the Yard, had made a thorough Survey. of the Sp, 
ad ( mentioning the ſeveral particular defects) they Unanithoully found” there 
as an abſolute neceſſity of her coming back. 
I have thus, as ſhortly as I En, Wyen-yours true and particular Account _—.. - 
at paſſed in relation to K:dd's brine$, from the beginning of ix to the fime ie 
me tobe ſpoken of in the H of C. without thy le diſguififor concealing * ' 
f any Fact. I doubt not but by this time you (as all othets who have taken 
he pains to infoꝛm themſeldes of the truth of the Story have done] will be fed 
> ask what is there Criminal or worthy of blame in all this proccedinig, arid how 
is pollible that ſo great 2 Noiſe fiould be made upon this Subject? The feſult dk 
Ae whole being no more then this; ſeveral petſons of Honour and Worth en- 
rfo:ced in a great expence, with de 7 for a publick good, by the King's encourage 
nent, becauſe his own Ships could not then be Employ d upon that occaton. 
Who was willing to gratify them, as far as by Law he might, out of what their own 
eſſel ſhould rake from the Pirates. That the Captain proved a Villain, and ther- 
yy diſappointed the ends for which he was fitted out, ind the Expectation his 
> YOwners might have of being reimburſed what they had lad out. 
That this Misfortune ſhould'be turned to a fault, of that a deſign fair and honeſt | 
in it ſelf, openly and regularly carried on, ſhould change its nature and become 
riminaſ, or afford matter for ſcandal or reflection, becauſe of the Unhappy Success, 
5 very hard, and that which other Men would not think reaſönable in their own . 
ales. „ 2 — — „ Yes 3 1s OO IRS 
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them have Conſpired an red | ! O others. 8 
be juſt for the Owners of the Charles the ad, to be teſponſible for the Pirate 
committed by Every? The Infection of piracy is become very general. It. is very 
lately that the Sailers in the Men of War which were appointed to carry the G0. 


bable that it ſhould fall to the ſhare of the Earl of- Bellomont to Seize him. Rut 
after Kidd and his Men were ſecured by the Earl of Bellomont hitnſelf, after all his 


| i: concealed and diſperced, and tuch larg 
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The hehe Merchant was e e by the Old Faf-Indie Gdmpanyſ and 


turn d pirate, and has Committed more piracies than any five Sbips haue dane 


would chey think it reaſonable to be charg d with all that guilt, becauſe they were 


* 


duners of che Ship? T ey Won. not certainly; how unreaſonably ſoever ſome of 


-Laboured to do the tame Injuſtice to others. Would. 


vernors of Barbadoes and Bermudas, entered into à Conſpiracy to run away with 
the Ships and turn pirates. Had not that been diſcovered and prevented, would 
it 755 = juſt for the Admiralty to have been reſponſible for what ſuch ill Me 
had done. ee CR RS. 3% oo RO Rn £54.c 0: oo 

I I come now to the 2d. thing, which I am Engaged by promiſe at the beginning 


ould give occaſion for ſo much diſcourſe and 


of this Letter to acquaint you with 14 mean, how it could be breught about, 


That this matter thus truly related, 


Cenſure as paſſed current bg ſome time. You will eaſily believe it could not be et. 
fected without great Malice a 
Seſſion (as it might have been, f. 


nd much Artifice. Had it been Attempted the laſk 
r the News of Kidd's piracies came long be 
fore) there would have been ſome: more. tolerable colour for Calumny. Kid 
was then at large, it was uncertain if he would ever have been taken, and impro- 


Bu 


Effects put into publick hands, after ſuch Zeal ſhewn in recovering what he had 
ar e and particular accounts given of his pro- 
ceedings, with ſuch preſſing inſtances, that K7dd and other Pirates might be ſent 


for in order to their Tryal, -together with their Goods, to be diſpoſed of according 


to the King's Pleaſure, moſt Men would have thought it had been impoſſible tc 
haye put the leaſt ſiniſter Conſtruction upon this Deſign. ol 
But there is nothi 


ng too hard for Malice, Faction and Intereſt. - As Reputable a 


| Merchant as Sir Edmund Harriſon is, nay as Conſiderable a Man as Our Friend my 


Lord Bellomom is, if Men of yet greater Conſequence had not been concerned in 
this Undertaking, it had never been taken notice of, ox at leaſt had never been 
blam'd. That which deſerves praiſe in others may become a Crime in Men of E. 
minent Stations, if the Seaſon be proper for attempting their Ruin. If Me 
have been remarkably Zealous for the Support of a Government, if they have 


given proof of active Spirits, capable Heads, and bold Hearts, and the Fatal Pe- 
riod is come that ſuch Perſons may with ſafety be attempted, how eaſy is it for 
Spiteful and Ambirious Men, and falſe Patriots to Excite Envy, and improve the: 


leaft pretences, and even diſguiſe the beſt things with falſe colours, to make way 
for themſelves. and their own deſigns There are a ſort of Men, who had abus d 
the Trade of half the World fo the prejudice of.the Publick, and almoſt of every 


Individual perſon, and introduced a Corruption into the Kingdom wunknown in 


former Ages; who were ready to take any occaſion againſt Perſons, who as they 


ſuppoſed had endeavoured to put a ſtop to their Carrier. There are Men who 
are ſaid to have taſted the Sweet of holding Admiralty Courts in Indi a, and under 

that Colour for ſome Years together Committing notorious Piracies on the Yhigs 4 
= | 888 „„ 2m 
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Ch as the tenth, of thoſe pretended prizes, and (as the World ſaid) much 
verefcater for a pardon, who! rings, were angry they. had not the like Admiralty | 
> ofourts again, and- could not get a all Goods taken with Pirates into their poſſeſſion, - 
ditÞ-der pretence of ſecuring them for Ownets in India, as hliad been preſs d for. 
ataffnoe ver were the Authors, Lies ani CA ummies were. ſpread abtod. 
en The Thing was taken up by Surprize in the Houſe, when a Matter of another 
50M:ture was expected, and a Multitude of dowyhright Lies were Whiſper'd to pre- 8 oy 
Je Mens Minds: Some were told that Great Men had procur'd a Commiſhon - 
one Cd, (a Notorious pirate himſelf, and fo — y Z. E ů 
at with pirates, and pardon them. That by the ptetence of his Cmmiſſion 2 | 
44 had Seized'and- l divers Merchants. Nay it was ſaid that what he : 
ined done of that Nature, was according to his:Commullion.: That this Commiſ- 
was given under the Great Seal of 1 a thing never done before, ſuch 
mmiſſions. going always from the Admiral AE whote proper buſineſs it was. 
thers ſaid that the Admiralty had never heard of ſuch a Man as Kidd, It was . 
Nen out that the- E. of Bellomont was ſent. Governour to New Ton, on r <q 
be-Ycountenance'piracies; and that by theſe practiſes the Merchants were ſo Wee 
At Inſurances had riſen conſiderably. That the Grant was notoriouſſy Unlavef 
It the ſending the Rocheſter for Kidd was only a pretencę, and chat ſhe w ws 
But only Ship that came back: again, tho great Numbers of Who went in 
hs Company proceeded in their Voyage and got ſafe to New England. \:Such-Falls — _ 
Mele afhran'd n by Surprixe, and before; Perſons: wholly ß, 
dre ngers to the thing, mightieably make an Impreſſion, tilh the the rue Story ws 
lentown, and the Int nents and Papers appeared, „but then: immediately Every ol 
ling 25 theſe Allegations, was tound to be falſe axon: and. was waved 9 
ame. | a4. 1524.9 4+, O's 7 „ 
ie Account of Kidd's whole Affair 44 60 10 xepreſented im the 3 | 
lere, is licterally;true;; The E. I. C. has never Repreſented: Kidd t des 2 
mite, or made any Objecton, againſt him. They had newetf made any 


1 infor relating to Pirates, till feveral Months after 2 — e to Sea, a ug ap- 
ns above., The lm pudentFalſhgods: relating to the- | ion Are beſt —Y 
d by the 3 it ſelf, in . there is nothing 293 in point 


eng, or ae A the conſtant f orm of Commiſſions of that kind, of which 
awer have been Numbers. There is a power to Fight with and Seize Pirates 
Pe: ider to Tija — not 2 ward of treating with or pardoning them. Ever, 
 forence that he committed on en en wasdy edtly contrary to the ords, 
the ellas deſign of his Commitſion; and expoſed him tobe Hang d for it an | 
Way rime was aggravated and not leſſened, by his having a Commiſſion. It is ſo 
us d from being an Objection that Ace eden was under the Great Seal, + at * 
erh d be in no other manner. The rag ee did Grant a ' Commiſſion, of 
1. ph unleſs — were fit ſpecially. Aiithd. ized to do it nee tlie = 
hey. This 18 pl 70 the Report of Sir Charlendgas, upon a 
vho Petition of the. . 7 Company, to him, N ons y-delired re of the, 
der Fniralty to Impower their Ships toritake Pirates, that. in order: to Enable the, ' 
8 4 ds of- 3 to do . e have 4 Commiſſion: under Fg: I 
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* if the Owners of the Adventure Galley muſt be liable to Anſwer for the Wea 
I ©  * as well as for the Actions of Kidd, they are in a happy Condition. I conk 


am fully perſwaded, that if the Rocheſſer had not been forced back this com- 
bad never been heard of, but when they were ſure Kidd could not be here qui 
d was found to be a proper opportunity ( for other purpoſes than wets od 
make this Outcry. x boos FRY 33 309933 JON ) 2 85 e 5. 
I havethus 8 the ſecond part of my promiſe, in ſetting down de 
veral Stories Which were induſtriouſly and dexteroufly fpread to give a Countent 
to their Malice, who had a, mind to find à fault where there was none, and to 
heats and Throw dirt; in order the better to arrive at their ſecret ends. And n 
give me leave to tell you my thoughts plainly in this matter. As the 120 
whom-T have nam d, were unhappily drawn int a great deal of Trouble, by) 


deins engaged by the E. of Belomenmt in Kids Undertaking, (for which I 
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* . 
\ . » + 


"EY Fs * "” NTT hs 7 
. 4 r . 
7 * 


ER | A 9 21 J 2 9 8 5 2 4 * 22 A * * 
P vary Rds ) 16 REY coined, that if it had not chern for the fake cf hon 
bor Lords, in hope to lay wy pai upon them, our Friend the E. of Bei- 
1 had never been e af the rate he has been, and therefore they ought 
to pity rather than"coniplain of one _—_ But to proceed, "notwithitanding 
the noiſe which was made de, the o as d earneſt defires and endeayours* of the 
perſons co er d t Mu dhe kT of the Fact appear, and the ready producing 


_— 


of every paper relating to the whole Tranſation, - made it impracticable to im- 


poſe long on the World. Tr was ſtrange to ſee how on a ſuddain the Diſcourſe was 
or ped. It was quickly laid, that it was not material to look into the Papers, 
were rec ire bete ore with ſo much-/earneftnefs. - Bur how fair ſoever the 
matter of « ht a; Wee . how-regular' foever the Commiſſion was, tio the 
way of obtiining4Fhy open arid avowed, and the proceedings of the Govern- 
ment, and of the Owhels, Und ef te E. ef 5. himſelf, exact and juſtifiable, * 
yer ſtill it was faid the Grant was Umawful, at leaſt very inconvenient. And 
therefore jt was reaſonable that ſhould be cenſured, and then there-ſhould . be an 
end of this matter. It . out on the ſuddam, and that by a 953 and 
"pretended Friend E. of Bellomont (but always famous for Sinceri that 
ins hath cg anck that if the Grant was not contrary to 22 
botit Er fx 12 1 ee e ere te be Objected, even to the legality of 4 
Here was  fecondinitance of fair dealing. When, Calummnies had fall d to get a 
ba Cenſure, than all the Slanders an Miſtepreſentations were pretended to be 
wayed, and there remained no ObjeRion' but as to the meer Legality of the 
Letters Paten, and to render People ſecure, and but them u n a wrong ſcent. 
they were ko Ed! no hardſhip Was meant, tho the Grant ſhould 'p:ove _ _ 
not to be Rf] 5 DY, {ep that there was ite doubt likewiſe,  becauie no- 
thing could be 
Sale, fich, upon ay 6 into, they well khew muſt. appear ro have no one 


5 Foy! to perfor mrhe third pref age Nor ak c 
thi 8 e 
relation can of What Was id for and againſt the Granit, and 


1 matter. | Thisl yp you I was very ill qualified to do. But withour more 
1 as 1 am 3 I heard _— — that Was rr 15 ny. 3 15 


ene Fe, e to the . of K — others oF. 
pirates Goods, ere diſhonour able to the King „ Aga boo the Law of Nations, cuntra- 
79 tothe Laws 4225 Seanre, 'of rhls 290008 7 A gab " properly, oo Benn. 
of Fal ee * 
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A bear ier chargecould not be poſlibly-framed,, and perfons.guilty. fo ſuch a, De: 


IS Charge Were. P05 F Nay 


* Aa 


F. By this Grant a great Hardſhip was Nas upon the Merchants ,whoſe Goods 


; 


56. There was a ſuggeſtion m the Grantof the Kings knowledg that the Ship Was 
pro- 


Wi could not hope for it in the Chancery, .the,L-rd Chancellor peing Intereſted; Not FW" 

1 at the Bcard of Admiralty where tie E, of Orford preſided; Nor from the King, . 
3 all acceſs to him being by the Secretary, who was the P. of Shrew 

the Plantations Where the E. of Bellomont was. So the aly l 
| | rates were, and what Goods were theirs, was Captain Kidd | 
1 
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11 Pirates, and 
he cannot aſſign it over or devolve it. upon another, as Was, I 
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8 
ted without Accompt, ſo that the Gr 8 


ng the Seas. 
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De. rheſe were the Ar which che hen wllo had à mind to object to chi? 4l 
8 1 i «EE, 5 ou S ** 4 : $3 4 L Ws *3 1 BY | | . * > he — 44 ; 4 
this Fant, or rather to reflect on che Rerſors concemd in it, made uſe of, I have 


ceal d n heard from any Body, how flight ſoever it ſeem d to nme, 
t it Gaal be an Error in my; udgment only that it appear'd to have no 
we Weight oder e r a, OR 
| will now procced-with the ſame-fidelity ito relate to you what I heard by way © 
Anſwer to theſe Objections, and in defence of the Legality of the Grant. In 

s part as. well as the former I pretend only to repeat What heard, being in- 

the able to add any Thing of m r 


a. 


y. M:. The firſt Objection againſt the Legality of a Grant of the Goods of Pirates 
dur s {aid to be frivolous. A Pirate is Hoſtis Humani generis, Every Man by the 
of Wir of Nations, without Commiſſion from any Prince, is Impowered to take and 
troy. him, and may hang him at the Vard- Arm; and thereby hie- gains a pro- 
ny in the Goods of that Pirate, as the Law Books affiwm. 
But Groti us Loccenius, and other Writers upon the Eaw.of Nations, ſay it is 
d Wore adviſable in ſuch a Caſe to act by publick Authority, which, in caſe of Ac- 
ay ente, will vindicate the Uprightneſs of the Intention from any Siniſter Con- 
II. ict on. But then if a perſon proceeds to ſeize Pirates by virtue of any Princes 
mmiſſion, the property of what belongs to the Pirates will become veſted in 
6 ae who Grants the Commiſſion, and is diſpoſable in ſuch manner as he. © 
ſes. s.... ß,“, ene SD OE V 
It is not diſputed but the King may Grant Bona felonum, ſuch Grants have been 
ade in all times. Many Lords of Mannors have them, and they have been fo-+ - 
nly Adjudg'd to be good. A Grant of the Goods 'cf Pirates can be no more 
ble . 0 rather much leſs, becauſe a Cenvction upon Record muſt | 
xceed any Forfeiture for Felony, whereas by the very Act of Piracy the For- | 
ture ir.curs. Grants of the Gods of pirates have been. very frequent. n 
There are few. Letters patents upon Record fer the conſtituting. an Admiral, 
erein there is not any expreſs Grant of the Goods of pirates. Several Inſtances - 
re mentioned: That to the Lord Ruſſel, 31 H. 8. To the Earl of Warwick, 3 
. To the Lord Clinton, 4. Ed. 6. and 4 & 5 Ph. & AH. To the Lord Hom- 
W, 27. Elis. To the Marg. of Buckingham, 16. Fac: 1. To the D. ef Tork, 12. 


* — — 


7.2. and no Objection was ever made to the law fulneſs of any of theſe Grants as 


this pon. ß ot ERIC 00T 
gz. As to the ſecond Objection grounded on the Univerſality of- this Grant, as 
ending to all Goods of pirates taken in any part of the World; ----- The Anſwen 
s that it was a falſe repreſentation of the Grant.  A- general Grant of pirates 
ods had been good, but this was only of the Goods of ſuch pirates as ſhould ' 
} taken by the Adventure Galley. The Recompence went no farther than the 
6. Wviideration. The ground of the Grant was the expence of fitting out the Gal- 
. and the hazard of thoſe Employ:d in the Service; and the Grant is of no more 
{- an what that Ship. and theſe Men ſhould take. 
= The third was urg d as an Objection of much weight. The Grant was faid - 
e rot only of the-Goods of pirates, but of Bona Depredata, of all Good 


L 


- 


Nen by the pirates, Which was what the King had no right to Grant, for ts 
Pperty continued in the Owners, notwithſtanding the piratical taking. This 
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1 -wiszazecd to be an Objection to tlie validity of the Grant, ſo far 
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tat that the King has a Right to Grant all. 

ny of the Goods did not belong to the Kir-, if he had not by Liw a right k 
nor could ever be intended to paſs by th 

as mine, nothing cdu 
8 Grant WIA 


be la, 


1. The King was intituled to the proper Goods of the Pirates and might 1. 
.them-abiolntely. : : r : . : 8 ; f | A 1 7 * 92 = ; þ CY ; 


*. 'F7 , <8 ; \\ 


" m 
100 2. uh GPA all fitch Gadds as wete deer Whiting” ang un 
is Commiſſion in the poſſeſſiomof Pirates, where the Owners could noc be known 
pid r the property could not be made out. | 
. . The King was alſo intituled to a reaſonable Contribution from the Onnen; of 
uy 15545 recovered from Pirates, 4 virtue of his Commiſſion, aſtet proof of their 
(Foperty towards the Chatges of the Expedition, Which is to be fi d and; deter 
2 1 8 (the propet Judge This b agreed by Grofit and other W ritets to beths 
„ ations. 
And fourthly, by the Law: of ih Sea, if Proto * Ship, tho” by force and 
+ izwfully, and proceed to commit Pira 87 7 in that mis, and be afterwards ſUb- 
ed and Seized by pony acting bythe Kings Commiſſions, that Ship is forfeired 
Wd belongs to the King Tn ROW 
None of theſe poſition could be denied to be Law, 10 that it was manifeſt the 
Wing had ſeveral Rights an Intereſts, which Hemi hr Claim, and might Grant, and 
| adi to Grant them all, the moſt earneſt in 
5 Wn2ed to find but more proper or mort catitious' and qualified Expreſſion than 
| ale which Mr. Sollieitor- General had made ule of in tha Grant. / 
off 5. But it was objected thar by tHis Grant a Hardthip as nh befxl Merchants who 
nt be pur to Conteſt” with, Great Men where they o equal Court to ap- 
| yt > The Anſwer to this was;' that it was lie ebe the othet' * a. popular 
Yopic fit to makea Noiſe with, and to be uſed in order to n upon the Igno- 
Art, but could have no weight when it was confidered 922 no Grane h had 
xn made, was it.lefs hard't ot the Merchants to contend Wes: 
bjectsof what fort ſev tt tlie Owners” 55 Gad 1 wr 
tes was the ſame to Al 5 hether there was a Gtahrx 
the Admiralt 


. i: 


uld relie ve of Jar: them, but they all' would” know thelr N 


a icheir T NI hi had tf body ef er die g n l's Gail I 
ccheir Fri e de 
ermin'd.” This che Fudge himfelf wor: Ju fees e ee and. of 1 75 * 
the E „ and of 


ly th the lawfulneſs burthe uſefalneſs 


every thing was to Gab ins gh Fed 1018. ers ie fou 


n at laſt the regular Ee s were gone through, and no. Obi 


as ſaid; that the Jud nnghre . 
as i, th Saen in See Mod e 


well obſexv'd of what a ſtrange nrture this. Objetti 

. garde poets trouble to E 8 1 r#ket 
cern'd only uch Goods as the Merchants 144 80 FT; ae i fuch Goo 

y had been | ſpail'd of _ Pirates, and 15 Pirates — whom no force co 


to the Grant were Chal- : 


* ek en Puig. Th cb a0 hag had” no Oc. 
(on to go to e Charicety” hs Secretary, to the Com Bonar of the Ad- 
„ ralty, or 4 Plantations; none of whictr NA Jurisdi ip on 10 Nene nor 


ſteps taken in relation to it. He few d that if the perſons ſuppo Ed to be 4 


25 of Piracy were 5 4 7 

"1 þ mtr ee an e Va nes iow 2 25 heck in refs . 
„ perſons who had a tto n and Was em t- 
© Mice. la the whole proceed KG the Laws of” Nations Nee: to be e = 
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| 5 a fact. The Anſwer w. Was, that this Objestion gontradicted i it ſelf; for if. 


ſuch a Caſe. 
| A 5e awer the Fer ecting Trade, which Truſt he aſter, not. de 


not eaſie to imagine. Every Man had aright to make. War 95 Pirates withd 
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r 
tun the Encquragemen of. he Grant ich was in ion 59 th | 
12 5 en in oe mY .think hi Fo ae 
155 155 Goods retaken from 25/40; and himſelf in a condition to go to a be. 
gular Court V . relief and recovery of Good 6, which otherwiſe l. WAS. 4rrecove ; 


lepft | 
MAN 1 Bic ObjeQion made to the Grant was becauſe 11 the 8 in i 
hat all the, precedent things were done with the Kings Knowledge, and Approbat 

n, Which was faid to be a high PINNING, becauſe the King is not by Law fl 
154 to know theſe things, — y this Suggeſtion a difficulty is put upon the Sub 
ſect in whom it muſt appear unmannerly, 125 diſreſpectſul after wards to con trade 


ab „e en N could not — 5 ce in Rs aa of could vel 
Want ot KReipect.in a to contr atian of that Nature. 
Yiu Notion was ſaid 8 be 9 5 hout — Fe gen, That infinite Grants © 

ings are founded on the Suggeſtion. of the. parties, and that Suggeſtion made i h 
very conſideration of the Grant, And the King by Law is ſo. far 0 dto tal 
notice of it, that if i CE be m 7 at the peril of the party's. 
ceiv d, and the ſpeh, an. inf 1 

as of the 290 Fee 158 fo have e 91 &. inſe ed, ry 
the Grant might bg hc and th e proof. was. e on 15 Grandes 


7: As to the trifling ObjeRtion, that the King was. a Truſtee for the Rea 


n.to another ;-It — Jaid there was no doubt Pot, the Office of. a 1 5 if 
9757 8 Hache ple g an 1 Tra * 9 is.theirs to obey him. Mg to Enable 
to defe m. Baß o this Notion was applicable to the preſent occaſion; * 


any Commiſſion, 7225 therefore the Care of guarding and pigtecting. Trade agai 
them, was, ſo, i from, being yay  Tncommunbl Tru 906 in 1 Prince, t 
every Man, . e Ante or p Spirit to: Llndertake it, "had 
natural daheh to, free de 85 ale ſpoilers 1 Kr 1 255 ak as ha Carl 
fy, it was P rudence, fo celſuy, which induced Men at o take G 
We Seizing 55 the better to Jul ee: che Weihen > gents In 
8 Caſe of a Malicigus Proſecution the preſent, or any Unhappy 


cident. | 
But ſuppoſe the Truſt of Ueſtiogi ates.” and. prot chin Trade, to be ads 
8 King, Was he neceſſari ly to Neger ug, 10 Perlen fl Was he 6.50 
** chof Pirates and to find out Teo. and V e, an I reſt of that curſed Til 
The Kingly Office . — 173 5 defend his People from Enemies, and 1 
of making For! is indeed his rang Die rerogativeg but will any, Bod 1 | 
hemuſt; neceſarily dg it himſelf, and that. LY grants, Commiſſions to his. Su 
hens | his s Tr and. 1 Fe En our. his ener he he deyolves. his incomyml 


rio 0 | 
8 ie nearer 0 9 the gel 5 &n t caſe 3 5 ug 4, thatitwas allow *d aiman 
rinces to grant mmi 700. 900 1 doing in time of War, impowering fl 
0 ght With and take Enemies, N Ships and Goods, and to hold the. Ja 
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To 5% * 


. "= WP 21 "TN 
' tha heir ooh uſe, or eh proportinstherrof, as the Prince thinks fit to allow? (che 
"Fl erms being ofce cen vaned according to the Circumſtances of the War, and the Enz 


FRE. the Commulſionto Kidd, and the Grant ta the. E. ol. Ballampnt, highs not 
200 altogether | as Strong againſt every Conopalſion, that ever was granted : en Pri 
riteer. ky 0 1 ab) 9 21 ! Tala (3 3EVTW- Son 1 
The incommunicable Nee of making War:i is transferr d to ee Subjects, 
The Kings right to the S PAL is given to them: They are made Judges ho are E- 
Mnemies, and are intruſted to Seize, Ships and their Car des before Adjudication, 
whereby perhaps they niay giye trouble to tiends and ies, and may poſſeſs them 
ſelves of the Ships of Merchants in Amity with the King or at deat ot their Gods 
Hu nich may be on Board the Ships of Enemies, and ſo Merchants, Friends, may be 
put to Sa to make out their property, and may have great Men to conteſt 
rich, for very ry great Men have taken Commiſhons of Privateers (moſt of the great 
IN Men in En te did ſo in Fe eren n). It appear dithat the ame Objecti⸗ 
"Mons, in all their Force, lay againſt Commiiſions to ;Privateers; which are confeſſed. 
awful and Juſtified Nba Mm, of; Nations, as did againſt the Commiſſibn 
and Grant in 5 Weldon, ways been taken for a full Anſwer tb theſe ima 
= Winary d. fficulties, in the 42 of Priyateeis, that after the Captute there was a 


Wudge of the Admiralty muſt ede whether the Ship belong d to — 
ad whether a or what, Pats the Cargoe did ſa. — of the Gotids ſno 

70 be en fie to a Subje& or Merc t in Ami any of rhe eee 
m, and if no ſu 5 be Di pro d, the Foe rs ws adjudged to the Captor, 
g wbeing Prim facie d to belong to thoſe in whole poſſeſſion t wy a 
=> vere taken. And 5955 — the —— Inconveniencies are the ſame in 

2 Gal, and Juſtified by, the Sao onde 2 :> ſince indeed the Caſes are the ſame, 
for the Pyrate is an Enemy, and any difference, the declared Enemy in 


time of War has tf : 1 „for e by, Accident, and for ta time, but a 
. Pyrate is a, perpetual ] 1 1 d State, nay to every Mam Some: 
9 pains was tak en-to make in the Caſes 5 the Commiſſions of Pri- 


Waters fe from the 70 / Whereas Kidd Commlion paſs dethe- Great 
Seal, But tho po. Conſe ſequence — Gan from this to make good the Ob- 

I ection, 28 to the ſy 0 400 5 on a mike nb which wereinſiſted on, yet this allo: was 
nde out to be foun in fact. It was confeſſed that of 1 
bor tie King's eaſe, t — pe Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, at the. 

being of a. War, have 25 e inveſted with a general Authority undet the 
Great Seal, to grant Commiſſions te Privateers upon ſuch Terms as are exprels'd! 
Pin the Letters atents, and by virtue of that Great Seal it is they do it. Letters of 
uVarque in time of FREE 2755 always been granted under the Great: Seal. | Andy 
heretofore in time of ions to Privateers never paſsd otherwite. Many 
ui hundreds of ſuch Commis are extant among the Reourds in the Towen, anſb 
at the Pell- Office. It. Was not indeed con trad ed: at Jait; but that the Comm : 
ll foning Men to act as. Privateers to take Enemies, or Commiſſioning them. tor 
pirates, was not Originally of Admiralty. ] uriſdiction, ſo they could not do it in any 
Caſe without ſome previous Ather un under the Great Seal... 4409 


1 


ouragement Which the. occaſion requires.) and: yet no Objection can be fancied a- 


proper Court to be apply d to, before any actual property e gain d. 4 5 
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It was further Obſerved; that what had been aid upon this Occaſion was 2 


Anſwer to another Objection, that the Ships and Goods being by the Letters PI 


tents granted without Account, the Grantees were not under an Obligation to haveſi 


the Judgment of any Court in the Caſe, and ſo the fame might be detained o 


Embezeled 'at pleaſure, and the righeful Owner would be without remedy, not 


knowing where to find his Goods. It was ſhew'd plainly, chat an Adjudication 


was abſdlutely neceſſary for the Grantees Intereſt, without which they could hav 
no certain property or beneſit of their Grant. The pirates muſt be brought toll 
Juſtice and: Condemn'd as ſuch, if their perſons were torthcoming, Otherwiſe the 
piracies muſt be proved, and the Goods mult be afterwards adjudged to be theitz, 
or nothing was gain'd by thp Gtanttes. 
But this Objection was ſhewn to ba yet more frivilous by obſerving that Kidd, by 
his Commiſſion, was not onl are to bring the pitates to Juſtice, but to kety 
an exact Inventory of all he ſhould take with them; from which, the ſubſequent 
Grant to the E. of Belmam, and others, did in no fort diſcharge him, hut he ttood 
ſtill bound at his peril to perform lieu. © 
Beſides the Grantees themſelves were under no leſs ſtriftan obligation of accounts 
ing than Kidd was, It was true, as was objected; the Gootls, were granted to them 
in the Letters Patents to hold without account {which words import no more to 
hold to their own uſe, and not to the Kings, and therefore ir is well known they 
are inferted in all Letters Patents where any: perſonal things are granted by" 
Crown), But by the deedof Covenants, executed by the" ee inthe rea- 
ſury, they are expressly obliged to cb uf Un Oath, and to Anfiyer a full Tenth 


part, clear of all charges, to the Ning. To this furpoſe the Lettets Patents atil 


this Deed of Covenants were ſaid to make but one Conveyance, and the Grantces 
were as much obliged to account, as if the words of the Indenturè had been infert: 
ed in the Letters Patents. So that the Grantees were plainly to account for the 
whole : tho! indeed there was a notable Objectien made, that they were only ob 
lig d -t0,- account for the Tenth part, as if it were poſſible in any caſe to make ug 
an account of the Tenth, or any certain part wieheut Accounting for the whole, 
9. Fcall to mind no ather Objection which ! heard to theſs Letters Paterts, 
bus that upon which at Jaſt a great weight ſeem d to be laid; and which perhaps 
will ſurprize.0u- more than all the reſt, I mean that _ pirates were mentioned 
in the Letters Patents by name, and their Goods grantet before Conviction, which 
was'ſaid-to:be a very great hardſhip to the poor Men, not watrantable by Law, 

and indeed contrary to one of the Articles in the Bill of Rights. 
As to this ſome ſaid it was a Rule of Law in many CAſes, that the notoriety of 
the Fact ſupplied tor other Formalities. It went further in the D. of A Dumouths 
Caſe. There it was taken as a ſufficient Ground for making a new Law, and 
was all the Parliament had to fay, to Juſtify ie ſelf for paſſing an Act of Artain: 
der againſt him. But as a farther Anſwer to this Objeftion, it was faid the Bill 


of Rights did not extend in any manner te this Caſe, the Whole Act re- 


lated only 10 the ſecuring to the Subject the Benefit of the Common Law 

ebiB&ng/and, and had no relation to Caſes which were of the Conuſance of the | 
wil Law, as that of Pirates was acknowledged te he. The Words ſhew'd the 

Clauſe could relate only to ſuch Forteirures as aroſe by the Conviction, as Coin- 
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ag a hon Law Forfeitüfes do, and not to ſuch Offences where the Fact it [elf makes 
's Pe For feiture, as it does by the 'Law of Nations, in cafe of Piracy, for tho” the 
haveFirate eſcape or is ſlain in fight, or dies before his Tryal, yet he has; Forfeited his 
1 oroods. It naturally follows, that ſince by committing, piracy, the Fender had 
-notÞ@Þit his right in che Goods 5 It was no wrong to him that they were granted awav, 
tionWhereas, tho*a particular perſon be the moſt No-orious Felon, and ever ſ Often 
iaveÞuilry of the Crime, yet his Goods continue his own, till the Convichon upon 
N toMecord gives the King a Title, and till that Tir e the King has nothing in han to 
rr... e 8 eee ; 2 

This was taken to be a good Anſwer to the Objection in point of Law, not 
ud there de any poſſible prejudice by the 7 95 the yerfons charged Witt Piracy, 


oy 


„ to any Claiming under them, for untefs full probf weie made ot the Guilr, the 
ep Wrintees could have no benefit by the Letters Patents. If rhe proof were not to 
ue e Satisfaction of the Court, the goods as well as the perſon remained ſafe. | 
od But the truth is, the Debate on this head was ſoon over. The making of the 
ection gave ſteh à ridicnfons view of the whole Deſign, and did nct only ex- 
unt-Wole to every Eye the Tranſcendent Malice of thoſe who raiſed this Clamour, 
16m ut bore ſo little proportion to the black Terms ot the Vote, that they grew a- 


„ tohem'dof preſſing it fa cher. And thought it impoſſible from ſuch an Argument 
bey make good To Tragical a"Chaige;” as that che Grant was difFononrable ro The 
"theirs, againfl the Law of Nations, comrary to the Laws and Statutes of this Realm. 


res. aſive of Proverty, and Deſtructive of Trade and Commerce: and fo the queſtio n 
cas d in the Negative by CORD, Majority, and I believe to the Satisfaction of 
ali very Impartial Man in or out of the Houle. | 8 
tees This was the end of this matter, which as you vey truly ſay, made 4 ſtrange 


fert · Noiſe, and was repreſented as a molt dangerous Combination, of ſome great Men 
the turn pirates (words often repeated by a fout Mouth, whieh does honour in he 
b to any Cauſe or pertons, irs Maſter ſets himfe:f ta oppole), and'ptove at lat 
e a in a wretched pretence, that ſomechiligir, che Gtarir was roo ſevereand hard - 
le: Minit four Infamous old notorious Offenders, whom hundreds" of Witneſſes, in 2 
a the whole province of New-York, could have given Teſtimonꝝ a- 

Ps ant. Sex 8 wo ad how ry N t 22 | : | | $3.23 F ; A EA STIALES 3445.7 
ng uch a grant might much more properly have been faid to have been Deſtru- 
uct 


tive of piracy then Deftruftive of Trade and Commerce, e 


WIough to treat the Sollicitor- General as a Criminal, to threaten the Board 

Wy with Impeachments, for letting the Grant paſs, and to Arraigh and Expos- 
of ot only che Grantees, but other perfons of Honour and unſpotted Reputation. 
ho were at the charge of the Undertaking at his Majeſty's on Deſire and Eu- 


nd Furagement, as Pirates and Rob bees. 116-432; 
un: © F cannot help conctuding my tedious Letter with asking you a Queſtion: - Whe-- 


Bill Wer you do not ſee plainly that at this time the ſole unpardonal Offence 0 
re. Fave appear d very 2 for, and very uſeful to- K. N and whether ie be not. 


aw rowing as difficult for ſuch Men to be fate or innocent, as it is for thoſe. who have. 


the {Red the contrary part to be brought to Juſtice. ne 
the I am ſure © will be much concern'd to know how particular Men behaved. 


6. 
( as. 


em ſelves von this Occaſion, bur in that I mutt deſire to de excuſed.” My. 


Ts ” (30 * | _ 
as he was. indeed principally concern'd) behaved himſelf like an honeſt and a 
an. Mr. C. in the opinion of every body out did himſelf, which is Com me 
dation enough for one who does always fo well. The E, of Bellowont's old 
low Seryantſhew'd all the venom of his Ulcerated heart. But his Kinſman 
Whom vu have too long had a good opinion) was his moſt malicious and nl 
miſchievous Enemy. The very Forger as well as Diſperſer of moſt of the 
which were ſpread'abroad upon the occaſion. I got a Friend of yours and 
E. of Bellomont's to charge him very cloſe with this matter; and his Anſwer 
He meant no hurt to the E. of Bellomont, but his deſign was to reach others. 
believe it was ſo principally, but he that will ruin his Friend rather than not A 
an Enemy, He that will Sacrifice Truth and Juſtice to his Ambition and Rebel 
and proſtitute the name ot Patriot to get an opportunity of ſelling his County 


ſhal--never continue in my good Opinion, nor I believe in yours. 
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Own my Miſtake.in concluding the long Letter I ſent you laft Year, with f 
ing that the Vote of the N of the whole Houſe of the Sixth 
5 of December, 1699, which paſled in the Negative, after ſo very Solemn 
Debate, had put an end to Kidd's buſineſs, and to all the Clamours up 
that Subject. Ireally thought ſo at that time, but the Attempt made ſince 
raiſè matter — Reflection upon the perſons concerned in that undertaking have he 
as malleious and violent as ever, but with altogether as little ſucceſs. The E, 
Bellomont, for whoſe Reputation you ſhew ſo high a Concern, remains untouch 
n. Honoug, after a Warp. ae un an e as ever was made into al 

n 
( 


Action: It is certainly an I nite affliction to him, to reflect on the Tro ble hic 
divers Noble and Worthy perſons (for hom he always had, and very fully th 
higheſt value) have been, put to on this unhappy Occaſion ; but he has the Sat 
faction that even they can impute nothing to him, but that he was a little tc 
Credplous in aßen 7 that Kidd was an honeſt Man, and too poſitive 
D J omen oe * 
nan ol ay iſtaken in e there was an end of Kidd *AﬀaliWi 
and that even they who had preſs'd it hardeſt, would have been glad to have nei 
heard more of it; yet I cannot fo readily agree to your Inference, that becauſe I the 
miſlead you, (as you call it), I am therefore bound to give you an accoum i 
all chat has pat d ſince that time. But you will have it fo, and the Honour 


Cos p 


4 
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Cf.. 2m 1 
abſent Friend is as much conc eri d that the Truth of what happen d this Near A 
well as what happen'd the laſt Seſſion, ſhould be known; and therefore I wil Eni, 
Four to giye you Satisfaction, tho: you know I am not ſo well» qualified to give = 
42 R — of what paſs d lately in a certain place, as I was the Vear before. 
na few days after I had ſent the former Letter to you, I was informed that ſomm 
e iemen Expreſſing themſelves much pleas'd, that ſo ufreaſohable à Charge 9 
4 Md received' {@ juſt a: determination, that honeſt Couſin of thæ Earl oi Bellomomts 5 
r hom I mentioned in my Letter) being preſent; ſaid it would be found à great ; 
or to think. chat matter was determin'd, and that the perſons: 'concern'd might 1 
ak it worth while to give a great deal of Money to hear no more of it. Icon- 4 
the Character of the Man gave me ſome apprehenſion,” as ſoon as I heard this 4 
, kor ſuch: ſort of malicious Threats, are the only words of his, which His ac- 4 
 Wanfance on bis own Family. give any credit to Vet having heard nothing re 
Ig to this Subject for above two Months afterwards, I reſted under my former 
4 io adage . * dl. * ek 
Bat ſeveral Attempts againſt a Noble perſon, then in a great Em dyment; having 
d, and his Eerſecutors thinking it abſolutely: necefary for their ens | 
e charge or other againſt! himſhould be kept depending, at the end of the 


ron, if ehey could not ſucceed againſt him while it depended-. Onathe 1615 | 
March; 1699, on a-ſuddain, as If it had been a new thing (tho the: 7 I 
en graciouſly pleas'd to order it as ſoon as ever the Rochefter was forced back — A 
2 Houſe was informed. that Captain &i dd was ſent for home from the . 
. Thereupon an Addreſs was e That he miglit not be 9 
ied, Diſcharged or Pardoned tilt the next Seſſion of. Parliament, and that che N 
of Bellamnim might tranſmit over all Commiſſions; Iaſtructions and other Pupen 
- Witing to him. It was whiſpered what great things would appear when thoſe 
1 npers were produced. It was inſinuated that there was another Commiſſion not 
diſcovered; ſome ſaid there were ſecret Inſtructions of a dangerous Natute mat 
ould appear; and ethers that the private Articles between the Barlof Bahn 
Kidd would ſhew the bottom of the Deſign. How fat ſuck an Addreſt r 
oo Law be comply'd with, is not fot. me to determine,. bub it fſeems not vt Corn 
ent with the Habeas Cbrpus Act, which pught to be very ſacred, and Which is 
nrepeal'd unleſs a Vote can do it. However on the 25of Marob, they were in- 1 
rm d that their Addreſs was granted. t. 7 4 
all But this Objection might have been: eafily:avoided;: for on the gt of An | 4 
ing, the Secretary acquainted the Houſe; that the King had received anfiacs 
* ih bunt that d had. arrived in the Ille. of: Lundy, and chat the Ship in rhich | | 
me was bound for: the Domnc, whirher his Majeſty had fent à Yarchriiniondet 
o the bringing of him up, and the Marſhal of the Admiralty was appointed t 
o and take him into Cuſtody. It was natural to believe, that fuchvah-Informari- 
on muſt neceſſarily have produced another Addreſs, that Kidd miglit he brought : 
i rectly to the Bar of the Houſe, in order to his/Examination; te chend alł poſa 4 
dility of tampering with. hum might be avoided, and the truth might apptur im- 
ediately. , Ic wab certainly- thought althing of great Momenry 1 much 
ime would not have been ſpent about it, to the Interruption of the publiek Buſi⸗ 
ur Mess. It was thought neceſſary to Rave it under 4 Parliamentary Examinations -. 0 
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— 1 an Extraordinary Addreſs had not been made to keep a Mun ſo n 
g Wo t 27.51 413 5 . n!. Eins e 
Tins was reafoning which Men would naturally fall into. But on the cem 
no notice at all was taken of this account of Kridd's being come. It Was . 
Mens meaning not to have the matter made plain. It was ai miſtake to think't 
vas a deſire to have the Truth out. While it remain'd imperfectly examined 
was room for Reflections:and Surrniſes, and perhaps 9 or 10. months/Fmpri 
ment might prepare a profligate Man, when he underſtood his Life depended 
it, to ſay that which he might be Unprepared for on a ſuddain, while he wil 
ho er, and knewnot. how things went in England, and what ſort of 'Srory my 
„ 10S OT SONY DF Ha 2 1 ISIBTN SON 
Whatever was the reaſon, no Addreſs or Vote was made relating:to Kidd," 
i pn cop the 11th of April following, Kidd was brought to Londas 
T. es 119 95 2 ME 3 STOUT 39 Je ee I0Y 
As ſoon as the Parliament was up the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty took uy 
themſelves the Examination of Kidd and his Crew: This was the more obſe 
1 then generally ſaid, the King had order d the whole matter to be 
amined at the Council Board in his own preſence. That ſeem'd to have been 
moſt proper place At another time few perſons would have preſum'd tb med 
with an enquiry wherein ſo many Privy Counſellors had deen named, if they dc 
have avoided it. But ſome words, drop'd in the late Houſe of Commons by « 
or two of the Managers of the Ciamour, were, it ſeems, thought a ſufficient Wi 
rant for the Cm rs of the Adm---- who. (as I have heard) are no Court, 
have no Judicial Authority, to take upon them this Examination. They wl 
knew ſome of the perſons who Compoſed that B---- were very poſitive that i 
reaſon of their undertaking that Affair did not proceed from any partiality to 
vour the Earl of Bellomont or thoſe concern'd with him. 
And that the Adm : alone might not out- do themſelves upon the Occaſion, 
Earl of Bellomont having by the Ship in which Kidd was brought ſent to the Sen 
of State Pacquets fill d with many Letters directed to themſelves, and other N 
ſons of Honour and Quality, as well upon the Affairs of the Provinces where he. 
Governor, as of his own and their private Concerns; They were plens d, out 
very Extraordinary Zeal for the diſcovery of Truth, to bring all thoſe Lettei 
the Adm----to be peruſed, in order to aſſiſt their Examination : And they as fra 
y took upon them to open and inſpect them. It is true they were pleas d toSil 
mon the perſons to whom the Letters were directed, to be preſent at the Open 
them but if it appear d to be neceſſary for them to take their Letters inro their of 
paiſſeſſion; it was to be on an Engagement, that they ſhould be forth · coming, 
which purpoſe they were to be mark d. e : 2 
This was then thought a thing of a very Extraordinary Nature. The Oath 
Secrecy. which ſome Officers take is very ſtrict. Letters ſent from publick Perſa 
to Sec g of St are the King's. Letters and not theirs, and may contain math 
of Importance mhieh none but the King ought to know, and till they are opens 
it cannot be oertain what they do contain. Nay, it has appear d ſince, that tae 
Letters did contain matters relating to the Plantations which ought not to have be 
divulged. is true if there was a previous Order for thus Acting, from the P . 
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ons! only can diſpence with the Secrecy, this Objektion is atfwer'd; but, it Wag Poſitively a- 

rd, — . had been pleaſed to Declare he nevet heard of it tillit was dene. 

II ſhall not enter upon a Diſcourſe what Power Secr of St may have over pri- 
te perſons Letters which-are ſe nt in Boxes or Covers directed to them. If the perſons fand 

arg d with matters wherein the Safety of the King's Ferfon or Government ma be con- 


ad, nay if there be but a reaſonable Ground for Suſpicion, that any Light of that nature 
10 ight be gain'd, good me n· would make large Allowances for Seer s lookingisto Letters 
pri:mſclves, tho' it: would be hard to delegate that priviledye to others. But wh n nothing 
ed that kind was pretended, when there Was no other 3 5 to ſuſpect the Man o W N 
, unleſs you will ſappoſe them to be infe&ed becaute they came in the ſame Ship whic 


ought Kiddythis ſure is of a dangerous Example. But adding to this that ſome of theſe Let-. 
were directed to privy Counſellors, to Minifters of State, who ſtood upon a Level with the 
s themſelves and then you cannot but ſtand amazed at the proceedings, at the In- 
nity, I was almoſt ready to ſay Inſolence offer dz. and much more that it was not reſented 
the higheſt manner. Forgive me if 1 fay they deſerved to be ſo uſed who could bear it ſo 
nely. Vou ſee cannot yet write of this matter without being ſomewhat tranſporte d. hut I 
eu bels at rhe fame time I Was ini Rage upon the account of my Lord B. not at all with relation 
ler me Buſineſs of Kidd. I knew there was nothing in that which would not bear the light; 1 
be er the more it appear'd the better it muſt be for every one concern'd; for it was Arti cially 
dred from a chorongh Examination, 'ButT was fully acquainted with the E. of Belformont's 
narafter, I knew he had no refervein his way of Writing to his Friends, and there were Let- 
pon [F© moſt of thoſe he reckon'd his Friends in England. |'I was ſute he'look*d —.— of 
se who expos'd his Letters as his old fare and intimate Friend, to whom he might open his 
art, as to evety thing; and the time was very critical and every advantage would be certain 
t Wiaken, I knew he was ſenfible of the Uſage he had met with where he was, and of tho; 
rt, untenance to that Uſage 8 and the Ground upon which it was given. 1 
ul er he thought the buſineſs of Exglam was not faithfully done by ſome Who concern'd - 
at i mſelves in the matters of che Plantations. I fear'd what he might fay in confidence to 
bons as particular Friends, or might think himfelf bound in duty to fay to others in Ppblicke 
tions, calling things and Men by their true Names, might be improper to be expoſed, and 
n infinitely ta his Prejudice. But thus he, and alltowhom he wrote, were ugd. | And the 
tters were reſetv d to be yet more publickly . the Houſe of Commons at their next 
eting. But after all it Poe for his Juſtification and for his Honour that this was done, al- 
"ng for ſome Frank.an Unwary r (Which every Candid Man would ud ge Fa- 
x rably of in Letters between Friends) there was nothing found in all the Papers but what 
ame a good Subject, x good Governor, and an honeſt Gentleman. © - 
den The 5. thought fit to require the Judge of the Admiralty to attend at the Exami- 
tion of Xidd and his Crew, which was upon the 14% of April, and indeed he had the 
oper Jurisdict ion of Examining in the Caſe of Piracy. Bat when fuch Queſtions as were 
moe proper in reſpect to the Piracy had been ask'd of Kidd and the other Prifoners (if © 
Current Report at that time was true) the Judge was ordered to retire, becauſe the 
err og rs were proceeding to Examine, as to the matters of State. They certainly, then 
g, WW{cd to be doing the proper buſineſs of an Admiralty B——4. By what Commiſſion 
G y Acted they beſt knew, but they proceeded ro Examine Kidd 3 as they thought 
ath and then Seal d up the Examinations to he preſerwd fecret for the Houſe of Commons 
lam not skilful enough to determine whether this Wag a Method agreeable to Law, but if 
e, the Law does certainly put Men under all the hardſhips Aeg malt. The Examinations 
ml taken in the abſence of the perſons.concern'd. Taken by no ſworn Officers: © Seald up 
de kept private, not for a ſhort. time, but indeſinitely, till the meeting of a Parliament; 
all this time the Parties concern'd are in the dank, they know not What Lyrs a profligure! 


hin in fuch circamftancesmay have told, He might die or eſeape before the nex . 
ent, and the Patties might in the interval Iooſe all the proper Opdortunities of fende 
: E ” | themſelves 
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15 emſclves; and clearing their innocence, and the fouleſt and the falſeſt thing 
id might have ſery'd for matters of Reflections; which was all that Men, whi 
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4 
did more. then begin to deſpair of Evidence, could hope for. 
When this was over, Kidd was ſent to Newgate, and was ordered to be kept a clo 
Priſoner,; whether that Order was obſerv'd to one ſort of Men, only, I can affir 
nothing of my own knowledge. And therefore I will not rely on Reports ſo f 

as to nam h were ſaid to be admitted to diſcourſe with him. 
Thus things reſted for near a Year, when matters being ripened for a new Stom 
not fo much directed againſt our Friend as, againſt other per ſans whom. I need ng 
Name : A certain Gentleman (well known for every Quality which mult difgn 
that Name) began to renew his noiſe, and to repeat his Phraſe of the Corporatia 
of Pirates; and to talk of a Legacy left by the late Houſe of Commons. An 

thereupon about the beginning of March, 100. the Com rs of the Adm--- wen 
ordered to produce all rhe Examinations, Inſtrattions, and alſo all other Pam 
tranſmitted from the E. of Bellomont relating to Captain Kidd, which was imine 
diately comply'd with; and in company with theſe, all the Letters were produces 
and after all poſſible methods taken, proper to make this matter thoroughly un 
derſtood and diſcover the. bottom of every thing, and ſtrike a Terror into - ſome 
and beget a ſufpicion in others by multiplying of Orders, by giving a general lea 
to Inſpect the Papers; by ordering all that related to K;dd 2 be Colletted out q 
them, and the Papers themſelves to be ſorted and diftinguiſhed; by examining 
Ridd ſeveral times in-perſon, and Confronting him, with his private Examinatid 
taken as is fmnention'd before; by reading as manny of his Letters and of the E. 
Bellomont's as were moſt likely to anſwer the Purpoſe. By examining Sir Edmy 
Harriſon, by Reading the Sailing Orders, the Original Articles between the E. 
Bellomont and Leving ton and Kidd, the Letters of Marque to Kidd from the Bo: 
of Admiralty, his Commiſſion under the Great Seal of England; the Grant und 
the Great Seal to the E. of Bellomont and others, as alſo dhe Indentures of C 
nants between his Majeſty and the Grantees; on Friday the 28 of March, 10 
after a very long Debate upon the-Queſtion that 4 graut paſs'd under the Great Si 

of Enegland-ae;Richard E. of Bellomont, and others, of all the Goods Merchandi 
Treaſare. another Things therein granted, which ſhould be. taken by Kidd from Th 
Toe, John Ireland, and others, inthe ſaid graut mentioned as Pirates before thi 

\ Convittions, is Illegal and void. It paſs'd in the Negative. | 15 
I am ſure this general Account will not ſatisfy, and that you expect I ſhould! 
more Particular, as to any matters which appear d upon this Second ſevere Scrul 
ny, or any -· Arguments which are uſed in the debate now, beyond what was urge 
the laſt Year. To ſhew you therefore how willing J am to gratify you in ever 
thing, I will begin with telling you, that which pleas'd me the moſt ; That aff 
every Paper look d into, and Kidd himſelf. examin'd over and over, nothing ind 
rect, nothing diſhonourable, nothing which in the Opinion of any reaſonable Mi 

did in the leaſt reflect upon our Friend the Earl of: Beilomont, or any Body elk 

except Kidd, appear d. That was what I was chiefly concern'd for. It would hal 
, Sonedeep with me if the Earl of Bellomont had Engaged himſelf, or drawn 
| Friends into any. diſhonourable thing. I was much leis in pain as to the ſtrict matt! 
of Law, if all the deep dyed Lawyers of the late Reigns, who were Engag d hea 
: A | ' 5 1 
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thing in the Cauſe, could with their Chicanery have found out ſome littls Slip ia er k. 
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Ir the Suppreſſing of Piracy, and a complying with whar His Majeſty: thought .. 
L on or the £00 of his ; Subjects,” ſhould have been but little | Concern'd,: But. xen 5 ; 
e corally fall'd. „„. e 
oy” It appear'd by Kidd s Examination before the Admi---ty ancka fterwards in the H. 3 


hat he had never ſeen the Doof Shrewsbury or the Lord ommere, or had heard 
ore of them than that the Earl of Bellomont ſaid they were two of* his Owners. 


' That the fame Earbhad introduced him to the Earl of Orford, and that Colonel 
hots wi tſon had carried him to the Earl of Romney; which was all he knew:of 
em. ann; "x | * . 


- WerW-d the buſineſs. That he had no manner of Inſtructions from the Owners, orany 


yhereby he was directed to purſue his Commiſſion ; which Orders appear d. 

ay NY Articles. between him and the Earl of -Befomont were allo; before the 
ſome In his Examination before the Adm---ty he was ask d in plain words, F he cual 
4 any thing in relation to the Earl of Bellomont, Lord Romney, D. ef Shrews- 
bury, Lord Chancellor, or Lord Orford by name, or any other of. the Owners in ge- 


un ation to the Expedition, or am other matter, touching any private Direttions, Ar- 
e cle, or Instructions given to him hy word of mouth or otherwiſe ;, and being bid to 
collect himſelf well, he ſaid, He had nothing more to ſay in relation to the Owners 


Wir any of them, than what he had before declar d. And at all his ſubſequent Exa- 
Wninations he affirm'd the ſame thing 1 / Fhrre> 9.4 £ 
Upon peruſal of the Examinations of his Crew as well in 'New-Englard as after 
und heir being brought hither, there-appear*'dnot one word which might give the leaſt 

Wountenance to any of thoſe unjuſt Suſpicions which had been propagated. againſt 
e Lords or other Owners. On the contrary, it was plain by the Depoſitiqns af 
t SS: :4c-ham and others, that Kidd own'd he had 


a” 


11S: agreed in England, and ſet up new Articles, and took new Men Bond, on 
en Terms. | : NS 135 at Shen eftne 

15:08 All the Surmiſes about another Commiſſion, ,which had not appe 4 before, 
ere found to be Groundleſs. And the things ſuggeſted about the Articles betWeen 

1d 8c Earl of Belmont, Levingſton and Kidd, proved to be without the leaft Foun- 


T0 ation, they being only of the Nature of Common Articles between Privateers, and 
re doe who ſet them out. F 3 


That the Earl of Belbmont and Sir Edaund Harriſon were the Perſons. who mana- 


departed.from all that was, directed 


"ap"; them, publick or private, except Sailing Orders from the Earl of Belomomt, 


4 1 
2 
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a all che E. of Belomont's Letters there was.not a ſingle. Expreſſion. which Ma-. 


ce could diſtort to give Gountenance to any of the ſpiteful -Infinuations ſcatt 


wo - 


broad, as if Kidd had been incouraged to do any thing not ſtrictly conformableto 


Fs Commiſſion. And there could not be a greater Evidence of the E. of Be{lomone's 
Wicegrity, than that in every Lefter where he ſays any thing in relation to Kidd it is 


ntermix d with. other publick or private matters, which demonſtrated, they intend- 
in i noching.of that Bubns 6 to bemade a Miſter rr. 8d opt 
hea Wk: 2 Fear 4h; EA 15 e eee 5 Ii 
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His Letter ſhew'd the great Concern he had to Seize Kidd, and the other Pita; 
which Were many in Number, fecuring them in Goal, and ſending them ſafely fr 
Enęlaud. His nice Caution in not touching any of thei Effects, and * 
them to the Secretary of State. His Care in Collecting and Tranſmitting all H 
Evidence he could get againſt Kidd, and the other Pirates, and ſending over Wi 
neſſes. His plain delivering his opinion, that Kidd was guilty of Piracy, notwidh 
ſtanding his pretences, and that Conſequently. he and the reſt of the Owners chu 
have no Title by their Grant to the Goods he had brought with him; unlefs in C 
fideration of their good intention and: great Charges, the King ſhould: think it M1 
make ſome new grant for their ben eit. F 
All theſe things ſhewd the greateſt Innocence and Candour which could be HH 
preſs'd, and prov'd; beyond Eontradiction, that there never Wasa Clammor ma 
maliciouſly promoted, or warſe founde t. i 8096100 5 
Upon this Occaſion Icannot Omit telling you a paſſage, for the Juſtification 
the Lords Concern'd in this buſineſs, which *s above exception, and which 1 
fure is true. After the riſing of the laſt Parliament, His Majeſty being pleas : d tõ H 
nour a Noble Lord with Dining at His Houſe ; white they were at the Table, 
Diſcourſe aroſe concerning Kidd, and the trouble occation'd by that buſineſs to 
Perſons concern d in the Grant. His Majeſty was pleas d Graciouſly to ſay, that 
by the Law of Eagland He could be à Mirueſe he could of hisown Knowled 


Juſtify the Lords concern'd in all they had done in that affair. 
After this Relation, of the Truth of which there are many Witneſſes, I will p 
tend to add nothing as a further Vindication of the Integrity and upright inren 

ons of the Perſons engaged in ſetting out the Adventure Gal. 

The only thing which remains for me to do, is to give you an account of whi 
was faid upon the Point, which was brought in Debate a fecond time, touch 
the validity of the King's Grant, You' obſerve the Queſtion was conceiv'd in dill 
rent terms from what it was the laſt Near, and I beg you to obfer ve how Candi 
and Fairly it was put, which you will do very ea ſily, if you will only obferve ic 
Words of the Grant, which you have in my former Letter, and the Words of f 
Queſtion, and ſee how like they are to one another. That is a Remark I lea 
you to make for your ſelf, _ je | n 
The only Objection inſiſted on was, that the E. of Bellomont s Grant was coliiif 
demn'd, by that Clauſe in the Bill of Rights, which fays, that 2% Grants and H 
— of Fines and Forfeitures of particular Perſons before Conviction, are illegal 
VOrd. | 5 FN . N e 
It was faid, tho this Queſtion had been under the conſideration of the laſt Ho 
of Commons, that yet their opinion did not conclude another H----, It Was f 
that the Inconvenience rather than the Illegality of the Grant was then the'Subſ 
of the Debate, and that the queſtion of Law was not throughly diſcuſſed. I 
admitted that a Grant of Bona felonum and Bona Pirataram of Inheritance, u 
Franchiſe to go along with a Mannor, or within a certain Diſtrict as an Incorpot 
Inheritance, might be good. but that the Grant of particular Felons, or parti 
lar Pirates Goods, before Conviction, was Void, and this was the fame wheth' 
the Perfons were named or not. As a grant of the goods of all Felons which ſhoulg% 
be convicted at the next Seſſions at the Old Baily, would be as much contrary to tin 


* 


N 88 2 7. - "fs | : + * 
| | „5 ee 
ratelauſe of the Ack, at thegram of the Goods of all the Perſons ehen in Newgate 
ly Hr Felony by expreſs name. That the ſame Inconvenienees lay incaſe of the grant 

k the Goods df Pirates before Cowiction, as in the cate f xf Grant of the 
oods of Felons That Since the Statute of 28 H. 8. c. 15. Which gives Common 4 
aw Tryatof Pirates, that is by Juries, and makes them forfeitasin cafe of Felony, | | 
hey are to be conſidered no other wiſe than as Felons Po 7 
This was the fubftance of the'ObjeRions/ as far as Leguld inform my ſelf. 1 
ad not the ſame opportunity of hearing this debate às I had the former, butt dt 
ft ie my utmoſt Endeavour to he into d of what paſs d from Enemies as well as 
ends to che Grant. Ido nor pretend to tell yeuthe Invectives, the Reflections, 
he durmiſes anc other artificial knfinuations, which are proper to miſſead in Aſſem- 
les ; but all that was Argumentive, fell undertheſe heads I have mention d. | 
| will give you the beſt account I could learn of the Anſwers to theſe objebtions > 1} 
ih I could: have heard Mr. Z. G WN˖ZG?, Lam told, out did hinkifelf in vindicati- | 

on of Grant): which as He'prepdr'a-with''p60d ntcrttion”; . he did ad mirab 
Mell maintain it te be drawn With great Judgrient, 'Fcaymor pretend cor pürtielt- 
viz? what was ſaid by him, and what by other learned Perfons: In General it 
as ſa iin Defence of the Grafts et.. 1 01 adtt) 
1. The Clauſe in the Bll of Rights did manifeſtly relate to ſuch Forfeitures 
ledgWnl; as were made by the conviction., not onffthewordSgftht Chit ſhew dir, 

Wit Rb by the Reden given in ere Law Books? why Graiitsof Fotfeitures 
| pc foreeohvittion ate not wittanted by Law, Ss, Beet byte Comme Law 

he Forfefture it ſelf did not acctue kiff the Con fiction; and therefore before 
bat time the King had no Title in him to Grant. On the Contrary the- Pro- 

— u ee 9955 ys or — — 8 did ſo — the 

ny, - that he had not only 4 right to uſe hg Goods and live upon them, but to 
Apo of chem abfolutely, fo as tb male 4 good Title tü 4 ere dee 


, 
lor feitue A to his goods: 4 coetnenn y to the time of his ConviRtion. int H&t 
the tire of the Fa8t Commirted;, .. 0 = 
But this Reaſon did not extend to the Caſe of the Grant of Pirates Goods, be- 


— 5 


wie by the very Ack of Piracy the Forfeiture of the Goods accrued. So that 
"Wo the Pirate ſhould'be ſlain in Fight, or ſhould Eſcape ſo 28 ne let to be brought” 

oo Tr al, yet his goods wer forfeited by the Fact, andtherefore gr ntableimme-. 
eh, Teng mah be a ligation 25 ves, beſtre-there'"'fs tþ Pep wht; x pears 
dy che a Practice of the Admiralty. Whereas in Felony the Goods Follow 
he — the Perſon,” who muſt be convicted before his goods can be ſo much 
E /// 49 69 12 
WJ. > Ir was fid<that the ſeveral Heads in the Bill of Rights/ relate Hnly to-4eths. - 
bene the'trghtful Conſtiturion of the Engliſh Govern We ang fe ue Achmtn. 

ationdf the Common Laus within the Kingdom, nd fe dees this hend a8 Wenn 
55 the reſt. This. Article takes care. of Perſons who are ameſnable to uſt ier, and 
ir Eſtates within the reach of the Common Law. In fuck Aſes dis rea- 
ſonable, till the forfeiture accru'd, nothi fhaufd' be granted. But it DL 
1ppos'd;-to have regard: to Forfeitures arif e wt'of the 
$ingdom, where the Perſons are not within the Reach of theProG@f! 55 [- 

mon. Law, and if they were they are not triable nor punuſhable by it. The of- 
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Mu. AW. Ihe Statuterot the ag OEUT S. C. 18 ghies 4 Tryal Dy a pary 4 
that Caſs, and does extend the Forfęiture: (if the Tryal be according to the 8 
tute), beyond; what it was before, for it makes the Pirates Land forfeited; 8 f 
Caſe of Felony. But nevertheleſs it does not alter the Nature of tlie Offeng | 
nor make it Felony. A pardon of Felonies is no pardon of Piracy. The Statut 
doesnot-Corrupt the Blęod. It does not take away the old manner of proceed 
ing recording to the Civil Law, tho! for the anore ea ſie Conviction of; Piratelif 
It adds another methed of-Tryal, becauſe (as the Statute it ſelf expreſſes it) 
cording to the Conſe of the Ci vil Lam it was difficult to Cunvict Pirates in regan 
that either two poſtcive Witneſſes, or the Confeſſion of the Party was neceſſary. A 
at this day an Acceſſaty in cate of Piracy can be Tried no otherwiſe than as befon 
tire; Statute, by the Courſe of the Civil Law. | + 
3. If the E. of Bellomont and the other Perſons 'concern'd in the fitting out the 
Adventure Galley had ſent, her out without any Commiſſion, and. ſhe had, tale 
the Pirates, the Goods had been their. own by the Law of Nations. And it had 
2 ſtrange Appearance to ſay, It was azainſt Law for the King to grant the Pirate 
Goods to them upon Condition. They were apprehended by their means, when 
by the very taſting without any condition, they would by the Law of Natio 
have acquired a property in the Gods. #19137 28 
4. The Caſe gf Pirates is the Cale who muſt 


i 


| 


. — 8 


; | > of Perſons in open Hoſtility, Who, muſt . 
ſeized by force where they can be found, : and their Goods and Perfons, ſecured; 
one and the ſaine time, otherwiſe there can be no ſuppreſſing them. And thee 
fore as they muſt be ſubdued like Enemies, the Law conſiders them 4s ſuch, wit 
this difference, that Pirates are Enemies to all Princes, to all Mankind, Where 
others become Enemies by accident only and continue ſuch but while the War ali 
And upon this Ground it is that all Pirates, be they of what, Nation ſoever, when 
ſoeyer they commit their Piracies, or whereſoever they are taken, yet they alt 
Subject to the Jurisdiction of the Prince by whoſe Commiſſion they are taken, an 
may be try d and puniſhed in his Courts, tho never ſo remote. It is not neceflar 
they ſhould be Engliſh, or rob in the Engliſh Seas, to Subject them to the. Jutkig 
of the Admiralty of EAgland. The. Truth is, there is but, one of the fore: name 


in the Commiſſion who. was an mu Man.. 2% 2h608 eit Fer Fad 
And therefore as it is practis d and allow'd among. all .Princes to, 


a Bet NE og 


B dr 


x Grant — bn 
millions to Privateeis in time of War, impowering them to fight with and take 
nemies, and their Ships and Goods, and to retain the ſame to their own uſe, for 
ſuch part of them only as the Prince thinks fit to allow, (the Terms being often 
varied according, tothe; Circumſtances of the War, and the, neceſſicy ſometunes.0 
giving great Encouragement),. and the Legal of gang fach, Gommilions, ang 

ntng, uch advantages; sf been always thought, agteeable ro .the Law: 

tions: Aiden; + 21 J 10,519 23353 S508 2a 1. 7. 21 
In the ſame manner and pon the {ame realon of Law ſuch | Commiſſions and 
Grants in the, Caſe of Pirates do proceed, and there is nothing, of Injuſtice or In . 
convenience can he ſyppos'd-injthis latter Caſe, which may not with the ſame force 
be Shi & fo nid dot s 110 | fn | 
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Both are granted in thę time of War for as to Pirates the War is perpetual. The 
"© the {eized before adjudication, hecauſe otherwiſe it were impoſſible to bring them to 
—Mdgment. And therefore as in the one Caſe there is à poſſihility that Friends and 
Allies may have ſome Trouble, ſo in the other Caſe by accident ho neſt Merchants 
ay have alſa, for their Goods mayꝝ be Aboard the Ships of Enemies, or of Fi- 
es, and they may be put to the Charge of making out their Propriety, and per- 
Vs conteſting with great, Ferſons (for in Queen Elis abetiis Reign, as Great Men 
nd as great Patriots às any in the Kingdom, thought they did good Service in 
„ung out. Commiſſions of Frivateers for many years together) yet neceſſity and 
te nature of the thing Juſtifies the proceeding in both Caſes: and the, advantage 
Which accrues to the publick tranſcends any private Inconvenience. And there- 
Wore the ſame Law of Nations which warrants ſuch Commiſſions and Grants of the 
oods of Enemies in time of War does Warrant che like in the Caſe of Pirates at 
times. It is a Sufficient Anſwer tor any of the Difficulties that after» the Cap- 
ire, there is a proper Court, neceſſiry to be apply d to, without which in neither 
f theſe Caſes the party who has the Commiſſion can have à legal Title to any 
ung. There mutt be an Adjudication in the Admiralty, that the Ship and the 
irgoe, or any part of it did belong to an Ally in the one Caſe, or to an honeſt 
erchant, in the other, and the Court does them the like Juſtices: ,,_ - 
5. A farther Argument to ſhew that pirates are conſidered aſter another manner, 
ian perſons charg d with Crimes committed within the Realm, and con ſequently 
Subject to the COommon- Law. and: within the reach of it, was drawn from the 
io coclamations frequently publiſhed. againſt pirates; Thoſe Proclamations being 
able to the ſame Objections as were made to the E. of Bellomont's Grant. Par- 
cularly the Proclamation publiſhed. while this very matter was depending, bear- 

e Date the 67% of Rear 700, Wherein the King promiſes, that if any per: 
„ Lelongins to the Ships Company'of any pirate, ſhall Seize the perſon commanding 
* Hip, together with the Ship and Goods, and deliver them to au Magiſtrate, 
4 7. ve Evidence fo as ſuch pirate may be Convicted, he. ſhall. receiue, 4s 4 re- 
d, the Moyety of the Kings ſhare of the Veſſel and ' Goods. This; is the ſame 
ee: If the King may grant a Moyety of What belongs to him, he may Grant 
ine parts in ten of what belongs to him, which is all the B. of Bellomout's Grant 
oes. No doubt the Learned Gentleman who drew this Proc ion, and the 
onourable perſon who put the Seal to it, knew what they did was agreeable to 
a, and therefore in effect they have given their Opinions that this ſo much 
en uputed Grant was ſo. Yet if ſuch a Proclamation were Iſſued with Reſpect. to 
obbers on the High-way, it would not be Juſtifiable in point of Law. For the 
ſuppoſes Robbers, who are within the reach of the Magiſtrates and; Civil 
ſftcers to be ameſnable to Juſtice by Ordinary means, ſo that the . Caſe,of Pi- 
ates, is not in any ſort eſteemed to be within the Ordinary Rules, nor to be 
ugemprehended within the meaning of the Clauſe in the Bill of Rights 
The Grant to the E. of Bellomont did not give the Goods of the Perſons namd 
et, or of any other pirates, abſolutely, but under two reſtraints or qualificati- 

Is. Firſt it was ſtrictly Circumſcribed to eb x che, King coll Grant 


Law, to things belonging to him and Grantable by him, (but having taken 
h FFF notice 
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notice of this in my former Letter, I will not repeat it again) Sevondly it d 
— mri =o nk oe taken MN 
the:Adventare Galley, in order to be brought to Juſtice, Which is the very fanfuch 
Condition in affect that uns inſerted if the Proclamation. If the Pirates natag 
the Letters Patents, or any other, Surrender themſelves to Juſtice, if they are neh 
taken, ov are taken in any other manner than by the Adrenture Galley!) Met 
E. of Bellomont, and his partners, have no pretence of Title to any of the GoodMitl 
Their: Fitle is to ariſe from their Seizing of them, while adually ſtandivg o 
in their piratical Courſes. The Encouragement is only adequate to the Servidiſhut 
It you take theſe Enemies of Mankind you ſhall have what you take with then 
0 far as it may by Law be granted, If you take no pirates, you are to expect i 
benefit by the Expedition. 5 1th 4 EI LES, ; : £0 
Iwill juſt mention two things more which were obſerv'd, one as to the ſuppoſe 
_ Hardſhip in naming Four perſons particularly, that if none had been nam 
in the Commiſſion, it would have been certainly objected, that there h 
been no real occafion for the Commiſſion , otherwiſe the perſons would h 
been Named. The other was, that ſome of thoſe who fo Violently object 
to this Grant, had Solicited, and others had, without difficulty, paſs'd't 
Grant to Sir Robert Holms in King James's Reign, wherein not only all 
rates Goods, but even Bona Depredata were Granted in expreſs Terms, witl 
our any qualifying Clauſe whatſoever, ene en e 
T have now- performed the ſecond part of my promiſe, in giving you 4 If 
account of the Debate which produc'd the Reſolution before fer down, is 
the 28th of March. The next day, being Saturday, an Application wills 
made that / Xidd might be proceeded againſt according to Law. This wait 
natural and Reaſonable Courſe, but there was another effect ſome Men mig» 
—— from it than appear dl at firſt view. Nidd was a Fellow, whoſe ACtiot 
did not only ſhew that Death muſt needs be terrible unto him; but th 
he was not like to ſtrike at any thing, upon the account of Conſcience, M 
avoid it; and therefore probably would ſet himſelf to Work as foon as Mee 
ſaw his certain Danger. This is not a meer Conjecture, but it is proved 
Sir B.- Sr ſo greedily laying hold of that Information which he made 
me H. on the Monday Following, Yiz. That he had a letter from Kidd, he 
in he deſired to be brought up, having ſomething to ſay to the H-. 
mater of opening it, and the warmth with which he was ſeconded by a we 
ſpoken Gentleman, whoſe Tongue, the E. of Bellomant ſays in one of His Li 
ters, is as foul and corrupt as his Breath, rais'd every ones Expectation, and yo 
may be ſure Kidd was fent for immediately. But being come, and heard th 
poor Creature had nothing to ſay which ir ay fert anſwered the Expectations! 
theſe who gave the information, or were ſo forward to fend for him, 
thereupon he was Remanded. Sir E. . S had fuch an Indignation at . 
Diſappointment, that he declar'd the Fellow was a Fool as well as a Rogue: a, 
that he would never Credit what he ſhould ſay hereafrer. To Speak the truly... 
it was no fault of that Gentlemans that Mad ſaid no more to the . by 
watch'd his bringing up, and preſently got to him alone, in the room-whete fee 
Was kept. Ther Converſation, through Gods ' mercy, was quickly * | 
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lily, by pretene nc Bahr he uſed very often to get Victuals there, and ſo knew the 
into the Hotiſe, n the Examination of theſe two Fellows, it appear'd it was not 
ble the Story ſhould be true, becauſe all that day hundreds of 7 = E followed Kidl 


erer he went; fo that this Interview en à very publick one. If the 

-*Wil:mman who chought fit to give td 7 , ak not been blinded with 
ce, they muſt have diſcern? d the Folly 2 er that one of thoſe Lords, 

= D* only Unconcern'd in the Buſine — 1 Lida, ſhould ſo unneceſſarily deſire his Com- 


Croſs, to be ſent on Errands, but was Brother * Maid-Servant in that Noble Lord's 5 : 
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thought they had not in the Conſequence. I am 


There is a noble aſſufance which is 


Etlcs which: were fer on Foot every where, and that 110 Arts Pf 80 
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I muſt a ſo acquaint you, that Sir Cie K ho behav? it 
fo honeſtly the laſt year, fie wd an inſtance of humane Frailty; 
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